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| THE 
FIRME FOVNDATION 

OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION 

AGArinsT THE BorrTOMLLEs: 
pitt of hereftes, wherein 1s the- 
wed thatonlye Catholikes thalbe 
faued, and chat all herecikes of 
what ſect ſoeuer areercluded tro 

caeknigdome of iteauen, 


Compyled by Iolin Caumont of Champanye, and 
t1anſlat d out of Frenche into Engliche by iohy. 
> : "op - . ! . Lg 
Paunchjoot the cider Eſquire inthe tyme of his bi 
rnishment. | 


Hoc have: authoricas marris Ecclefiz, hoc fun- 
datus vericatis canon : contra hoc robur: conna 
hunc in cxpugnabilem muruin quilynis {ec arictat 
ipte contringiur 5, Aug. de verb. Apott, ferm. 55. 
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THE PREFACE, OF 
THE TRANSLATOR. 


S it hath bene often agreatgreiſevnto 
me to conſider boiv many of yoW (iny 
deare freindes and good countrie men} 
not allof malice, but ſome of blindnes, ſome other 
of 4 foolishe feare , others aljo for lack of inſiru- 
chons , and true information of the holte Carbo. 
Churche, the true spouſe of Chriſt , doedaylic erre 
andljue in ſciſme and heveſie, deuidinge you (cl- 
ues bythat meanes from Chriſt by miſticall borie, 
end hat ardinge your ſoules to perishe eternaliye: 
even ſo of late I didnt alittle rezoyce , When 1 hits 
by chaunce on 4 little Frenche treatiſe hich doth 
lyuelie expreſſe and as it Were in a table ſeit 
forthe ſuche ſuſſicient , true aud infallible rohens 
of Chriit hs Churche, that none 6 an be ignorant, 
that tsWilling to learne, nor ne man left in blynd= 
2 nes 
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TheFirme Foundation 

nes. thatWill open hiseyesto ſee. And albeit m 

shill in the French tongue is but (mall, yet the loue 
T-bich I beare toyou my deare ſreindes hath ſup- 
plicd that ly ant & 7) uethe me courage to attempt 
ſomething aboue my ſfrenght in tranſlating the 
fayaetratiſe as Well as Icould, which 1 haue putt 
to the pryntthaty9Wv maye be partahers of yt, tra- 
ing that yo Will accept the ſame as atohenof 
of my good wille . And y{it shall peaſe Godto ſend 
my labour the good [ucefſe, as that anyof yo all 
receyue beyeſittthereby: after due thankes ro him 
that is author of all goodnes, 1prayyo iv remember 
Mem yourdeuout praters, Who haue not bene vn— 
myndfull of you here in this my poorebanishment. 

And ſo hoping yoW Will excuſe , or a mend ſuche 


 farltes,as yow maye ſyndeeitherin thetranſlation, 


or priming. I beſeeche good ſend yow ſo muche 
light asrofyndthe ay home againetothe Caths. 
Churche.Fare yo Well: your louing Freind, 


[7 vey 


HE VVHO GATHERETHE NOT VYITH 
me ſcarterethe abroad, Math: 12, 


HE firſt principal], and 

moſt neceſlarye ground 

ofall good worke agrea- 
bletogodis, thatir be 

done in Chantye,in vnio 

of Chriſtians: And in the 

Catho. Churche: and al 7 ©0723 
that man doth in the ſpiritr of the Ca:tho, 
Churcke,is well liked beforegod : for that Toh. 2. 
Itisas it were Gipped in the blocde of his 
welbeloued fonneleſusChriſt,in whom he x Tohy 2. 
takethe his good pleaſure: of whoſe grace 

& vntio,al thoſe that be Catholiks be pate 

takers, lownig from him vpon them, as 

from the head, vponthe members. Yea it 

js leſus Chriſt himicife, which licethe - ,, cor,s 
which breatherh, which praterh, and which Galat 2. 
Rurrethe in all thoſethar be Caiholikes & $S.Auguſt. 


members ofthe bodye of his Churche . he ** Plal.85 

& {erm. 4 
de SainR. Stephano vnus ipſe Salvator Corporis fi 
Dom: noſt: leſus Chriſtus filius dei ozat pro nobis. 
orat in nobis, & oratura nobis, v: 1acerios noſt. 
orat pro nobis: vt Capur noſter orat in nobys: vt deus 
noſter oratur a nobis, 
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TheFirme Foundation 
nes. thatWill open hiseyesto ſee. And albeit my 
shill inthe French tongue is but (mall, yet the loue 

Þ-bich I beare toyou my deare ſreindes hath ſup- { 
plicd that ly ant & g)uethe me courage to attempt 
ſomething aboue my ſfrenght in tranſlating the | 
fayderratiſe as Well as Icould, which 1 haue putt 
to the pryntthaty9Wv maye be partakers of yt, try= _ 

Ring that yow Will accept the ſame as a tohenof | 

of my good Wille . And yfit shall peaſe God ro ſend 

my lzhourthegood ſuefſe, as that anyof yow all 

receyue begeſittthereby: after due thankgsto him 

that is authur of all goodnes. Iprayyo iv remember 

mein yeurdenout praters, Who haue not bene vn- 

myndfull of you here in this my poorebanishment. 
And ſo hoping yoWw Will excuſe , or a mend ſuche 
. --- faultes,as yoW maye fynde eitherin thetranſlation, 
iF or printing. I beſeeche good ſend yow ſo muche 
5 light astofyndthe Way home againetothe Caths. | 

4 Churche.Fare yoW _ : Jour louing Freind, | 
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HE VVHO GATHERETHE NOT VVITH 
me ſcarterethe abroad, Math: 12, 


HE firſt principal], and 

moſt necelſarye ground 

ofall good worke agrea- 
bletogodis, that it be 

done in Chantye,in vnio 

of Chriſtians: And in the 

Catho. Churche: and al 3 ©0723 
that man doth in the ſpiritt of the Cath», 
Churcke,is well liked beforegod : for that ToÞ. 2. 
itisas ir Were Gipped in the blocde of his 
welbeloued fonneleſtsChriſtjin whom he xlobn 2. 
takethe his good pleaſure: of whoſe grace 

& vntio,al thoſe that be Catholiks be par» 

takers, lownig from him vpon them, as 

from the head, vpon the members. Yea it 

js leſus Chit himicife, which linethe . ,, cor,; 
which brearherh, which prateth,and which Calat 2. 
Rurrethe in all thoſe that be Caiholikes & S.Auguſt. 


members of the bodye of his Churche . he Plal.85 

& {erm. 4 
de SainRt. Stephano vnus ipſe Salvator Corporis {ui 
Dom: noſt: leſus Chriitus filius dei ozat pro nobis. 
orat in nobis, & oratura nobis, vt: lacerios yoſt. 
orat pro nobis: vt Capur noſter orat in nobys:; vt deus 
noſter oratur a nobis, 
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6 TheFirme Foundation j 
prayeth(faithS, Auguſtine)forvs,heprayerh 
in vs, and he isprayed to of vs, As our preiſt 
he prayerh for vs, as our head he prayeth | 
in vs,and as ourGod isprayed toof vs. T his 
3s theglorye,theioye,andafſutance ofaCa- 
tholike man, that Teſus Chriſt is in him 
the cheife agent, the which for his reue= | 
rence 15 heard of God in him: and this | 
is the true firmament of the Catholikes | 
more firme therhe heaven irſelf.It is notſoe 
þ in heretikesa] tharwhich is ofheretikes is ac* 
pF curſed, & abomination before God: theie 
j | fai:h,their preaching, their praters, theirta- 
ſting,theicalmes, all ates of Religion co- | 
niing fromthem arenothing els, burcurſed | 
Wn. 5. Ignati ſacreledge & polution.yt they ſhould rayſe | 
© Ng s = vp the dead: yt they ſhould be more wiſe | 
| | Sam then Angells:ytthey ſhould have theirfaith | 
' + Chiiſſo- ſogreat as to moue monutaynes: yf they 
j | fiome ſhould deſtributealltheirgoodsto the che- 
—_- Es rishing ofthe poore: yf tacy ſhould keepe 
| $2inz <2 heroycallye conrinuall vizginitye: yf they 
 , pria, lib. ſhould ſhyne with anAngelicallholynes: Al 
-- | 2.devnir this ſerueth them for/ſnothing, being deui- 
 ecclil. qgeqd from the bodye of the Churche: All 
66a this would nor anything appeaſerhe rigour 
li. de fide Cf the etervall ireof god vpo the. Core, Da- 
ad pct. thangand Abiio,did factificero the ſame god 
won. 16+ that Moyles did, yeato the only true & al- 
mightye 
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of Catholi};e Religion, 7 

Mighty God bur fortharitwas done Indiut- 
fion from the body oftheChurch, the earth 
didopen and {walow them vp aliue, with 
their wiues, their childre, their howſeholds, 
their Tabernacles, & alltheir ſubſtance: and 
more ouer,the fyer of God did colume 250, 
of the cheifthar were aſſotiated with the, 


| & 14700, ofthe people, forthar they mure= 


muredat that initice: Anc the fury of Gods 
wrathe hadconſumeda!}chepeoplewholy, 
bur for the venemet jnterceſſio & mediatie 
on ofthe Prieſt of God Aaro Which did ap- 
peale the ſame. God doth norreceane facri- 
fice burot his Prieſte who he hath ordayned 
for that purpoſe, & rhere i: no ſernice whar 
ſo ever agreable roGod, butthar of the 
children of iis Church, 

Letnor the heretile flatrer him ſelfwirth 
the holy riptoies, as perverſe ME doabuſe 
all the gytres ofGoden:ploying them other 
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ſo do tneyabule rheholy fcripturesrhemſe]- Chriſio 
ues, That hath bene alwayes the coke of POrrant 
impieric of heretikes they carye again? Teſus END 
] 4/7 [ - ls wa.T"” wt we” f C hiſt 
Chnift, the ſ1gne of leſus Chnift,tayeth S. Augn & contra 
fline, and rake hoſde of the Golpellro make Evange- 
Engines to tight agaynſt it « The Arjans livmde 
Wouldnoragree toany one point,if it were ” Euz» 
: -.M 1110 
not expreſiy intheſcripture. The Mahome- Z/gczcr 
Q 
| EF tanes . 
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$ The Firme Forndation | 
ranes pretend the golpel to make.for them, 
and alleage the ſame for their ſoueraigne 
autthoritye, Thedeacllhim (elfharh cyred 

the ſcripture againſt our Saujour, & thereof. 
it is that heprepareth ſnares and cordes to 
LA | ſtrangle ſuch as harken to him, making that 
& " which ſhould bringthemlife,;”to be deadly 
vnto them, andconuerting bread in to poy- 
fon . Ir iscertayn that the ſcriprure is giuen 
vs of god for our ſaſuation:andthis principle 
cannotbeshaken, When theholy ſcripture 
' ſpeaketh, ir is the maieſty of God which 
doth shew his truth and his wil vato men, 
vnto the which euery ma muſt beare inuio- 
lablerenerece, and yeld vntoit asto theaſſu- 
redand infallible verditt of God his truth, 
fubmittingall his viderſtanding tothe yoke 
f and obedience of faith: in ſucheſorte, that ir 
# 2s treaſon to God his maielty and damnable 
2 facriledge forthe boldnes of humaynevnder 
S ſtanding to gaynſay the ſame, yeaor only to 
be ſo boldeas tothinkeir, for if any. one 
gainſay the fame, he cutterk him ſelf from 
God, and maketh him ſelfa companion of 
the devel: heis an heretike, accurſed and re. 
obare, & never ſhal haueparte with God. 
\for the holy fcripture is the key which doth 
| open vs Paradiſe: itisthe way which doth 
guydevs, therule which doth teache vs, the 
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10 The Firme Foundation 
morethen the ſcriptures of men : for fo 
much asthe fcripturesdo participate of the 
nature ofthe author, Butſoitisthar God 
him ſelfisthe authorof the holy ſcriptures, 
whoſe vnderſtaaing being infinite,the ſenſe 
of his ſcriptures may be alſo infinite . Not- 
withſtandingthereis one proper ſenſe, cer- 
raine, & aſſured in theſcriptures, which the 
holieGhoſt hath vouchſafedtoreueale vnro 
men,Which is the ſenſe ofthe Golpel,that is 
toſay, the right, trew,and natural ſenſe of 
the voyce of the Prophets and the Apoſtels, 
which is in effe& thegofpel. Forproperlyrhe 
Goſpell doth not confilt in figuresof lerters 
2nd ded charatters of the writing of rhe 
EuageliftsT hoſe thinges be buras an Image 
ofthe ſenſz oftheGoſpel,Butwil you know 
what is properlythe Goſpel? Iris theſolene 
publication of the ſonine of God deſcended 
from the boſom ofhis father, & (shewed in 
fleaſh for ro delyuer mankynd from the 
ſtate of perdition in Which he was, and to 
reconcile him roGod: geuingpowertothe 
childrenof Adam, which beleevein his na- 
me,to be made the children of God: rene- 
wing them in him ſelfe, and regenerating 
them to God by divine Sacraments,by the 
vhich be hathmadethem pattakers of his 
icſtice , 0 Bis life, and his glory , and hach 


lifted 


iz The Ferme Foundation 
fendinge. They runne faith he, and 1 ſent ther * 
not, they ſay the lerde hath ſayd it, and1 ſaydno*® 
ſnucheorde. Our Sautout him lelfe by his 


3" Matth. 7-holiemowh doth advertiſe vs ſaying: Tahe 
EY beede of falſe Prephets Which come to you 1 : 
6 | | sbeepesclothing ,but Yithin they are raueningt ol- | 
= | Aes.. Now if 1n the traficke ofthis world, 
ff Wwe feare to megle with a falfe marchanr, 

io how muche more owght weero feare in 

f. the traficke of cuerlaſting ſajuation . If 

In then we wilnot be deceaued. Saint Paule 


thereindoth geve vs a true meane, when 
he ſayeth: HoW shal theybeleue in him Whom 
\ | RemeIO. gppy have not hearde? And how Shal they beare } 
[:t Withcut preaching ? & how 5hal they preach y{ 
they bent ſent. * There needenor ſo much 
diſputing, nor ſo much making of bookes, 


ww _ 


I to confounde the heretikes. Men docin a 
lf manerdefile them [elues whentheyexamin 
4 , their doftrine; there is no doute burthat 
| God is greatly offended with the overmuch 
Þ regarde thar is geuen vnto them, and thoſe 
E I which wolde that men should heare them 

A, reaſon, haue not the ſpirite of the feare of 


God. An heterike, before all otherthinges 
Should be aſked not what he fayerh, but of 
whom he is ſent, andthe matke of his ſen- | 
ding. And ſowithour any more difputing he | 
shalbe confounded and pur to falence . Fox | 
neuer 
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of Catholike Religion, 13 
ne'1er heretike wasſent of God , they areal 
of che ſpirire ofthe deuil, and al condemned } 
of God, whartallegation ſo ever they make 
of the hole ſcriptures, The Samaritranes 
wereheretikes, and did forrifie them ſelues 
with cherexteofthelav of Moiſes. Our 52. 
uiourhath condemned them with hizowne 
mowrh,whe being asked ofthe Samaritane | 
whether God ſhouldbe worſhippedin Hie. | 
ruſaſem or in Samaria, he anſwered: you | 
Worshippe that you :;noW not, Wee worehipp that 
DeknoWe: the /eltation is oftheleves. Fortis 
as yt he had ſayd yow Samaritanes which 
be diltrated from the lewes, you ſhal have 
noting inthecreaſure of faſuatrion, and you 
cannotbuterre, This only voice thundering 
from heauen, jou Worsbipp that you knoW not,is 
a ſurticient flaſh of lighteninge roouerthrow 
althar theſedinided felowes fro the Church 
can imagine to haue, eyther holie orgodlie, 
Lecno mabe overtake by the deuyIchrough, 
Ignorance of this doQtrine, $. Auguſtin 
reacheth vs clearly: char alchough hererikes $. Auguſt. 

 dopreache the name of leſus Chriſt, yerthar 1 _ 

name 1snot their ſuregrond asitis ro Catho. Cm 
likes, butremayneth proper torhe Churche Th: 
only : for yt one confyder aduiſ:dly thar 
Whiche belongerhro [efis Chriſte , he ſhall ? 
not fyndeiramogſt herzrykes what tocuer, 

but 
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14 The Firme Foundation 
butintytle and ſhew only: the effe& of the 
yertue ſhalnotberhere: they ſoad out with 
ful mouth, thatthey holde the Sone of God 
' for the redeemer of the worlde, bur not- 
. withſtandyng after they haue pronounced 
\ thoſe words, becauſe theyſpoylehym of his 
Coloſl.24 \ertu & dignitie,thatwhicheS. Pauleſayth 
1struly proper vntothem : that they keepe nos 
[4 theheade, Where of the whole body(Which is the 
ot Church) by ioyntes & bandes being compatted, 
Fl g1oWweth tothe increaſe of God, Andaccording 
!!'” | Opr.lib. to this, Opratus properly ſayeth that the 
it 3-&6. buylding of hererykes is but only a walle 
Wii whichhath no corner ſtone nor conerture 
aboue, in juch forte that if they make agate 
he tharentrerh in, isalway without, ſu>ie& 
ro wyades,rayne,tepeſt,theeues, & ro wyld 
beaſts.But rhe Catholike Church isan en- 
tier howſe inche which God doth dwell, 
and he dwellerh nor in any other. Althat 
which is incloſed therein, is covered, welat- 
ſured, & our of daunger: ofrhe incomody- 
tyesof the ayre,oftheeues,and of all eternal 
harme. Furthermore hecompaterh hereiie 
to artifical trees, Which fowlers fashion in 
likenes of a naturaltree, hauing the shew 
ofa rrue tree, burfull of ſnares and of glew 
 Wherethe birdesſeaching theirlife, fynde | 
their dearth: ywheras the Churche is a true | 
ere 
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of Catholike Religion. 15 
tree indeed, ful of good fruits, without ſna- 
resand fraude. Butaboueal S. Cyprianhath Lib de 
very wel layed thathereſy&idolatrye be in vnitate 
the ſame damnati6,as daughters of the ſam <Clelig. 
facher when( fayeth he ) bythe coming of 
Teſus Chriſt, thelightbeing reuealed vnto 
the gentyles,and the ſonneoflaluationſhy- 
ning to the face ofalpeople, the darknes of _ 
idolatry was chaſed ont of the world, Satan 
ſeing his ſeates and temples delolate,and his 
Idols forfake ofal people on theearth which 
did runneyaro theChurches of [eſus Chriſt, 
he found a new craft vadertheſelf lame na- 
me of Chriſtian,tointanglethem that were 
not weladniſed,and ro make them fal from 
the grace of ſeſusChriſt:thatis, hehath Rux- 
red vp herefies, with the which he hachſub- 
uerted the fayth, corrupted the truth , and 
broken the vniry ofconcorde: in ſuch force 
thac thoſe whom he cannot longer hold in 
theaunciet way of blyndnes, he hath dece- 
aued byrcheerrorofanew way: 8& fo ſpoy- 
teth men eue withinthe Church, deceauing | 
themwith an other kyad of darkenes,tothe | | 
end thatnotcontyn wing intnhe vnitye of | 
the Church, they may yer cal them (elues | 
Chriſtians, andwaiking in darknes,theymay 
periwade them ſzluesro haue the light:mas» 
king them blinde without perceauing their 
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i The Firme Foundation 
blyndnes, yeathen when they thinke them 
ſclues moſt ſure of the light. For as he is a 
cunnyng Woorkeman to rransforme him ſelf 
ofcen into an Angel of light, heleadeth them | 
intolik-lyhoodes of truch , that he may io 
deceiue them in therruche : affirmyng the 
nighr tor day, death forlife, infidelity for 
Alf faith, Antichciſt vader the name of Teſus 
11/08 Chriſt. Andchere is notany abſurdiry how 
Il! | monſtrous and foule fo euerit be, thathe 
| doth not makethem receyue, and that very 
grecdelye, and hauing once bleared rhem 
with his 10gling rick; , he holdeth theyr 
iudpgements (o faittyed arid hampered, that + 
they cannot ſeethevery openand manyfeſt |} 
truth, ſo that hauing now no more roote in þ 
| God, they becait into a reprobate ſenſe, tur- | 
ji | nyng ro their owne deſtrudis al thatis pre- | 
| ſenred vnto the, and ſticke not now to {tad 
and fightagaynſte God himſelf, Now, to 
them wich lutfzr themſcluzs to bedeceiued 
it happneth (ſayerh S. Cyprian) for not 
'M |} fearching the truth of faith by the righe | 
- Hil way, according to the direction of cur hea= 
"1 uely Mailter, who doth fend vs to thechayer 
a! | of S, Peter, which of hisproper authoritie 
* 18 Ey prerogatyue he hath ordeined to be head, 
I & as the fountayne & roore of his Church, 


And this wasagreate benefi:2{God,thathe 
- hath 
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of Catholike Religion. 'S; 
harh given a certaine ſeat to his Churche , 
as auncyently was the chayreof Moyles, to 
cheend that inthe doubttullpoints of faith, 
men myghthauea place to ceſorte vnto, as To 
| a certaine Vniuerhty, to receiue theyriudge- 
{ mentandreſolutio, andſo to kepe the vnitie 
offaith among ſo many dyuers nations that 
-j|- weretoenterinto the Church, 
| This 1s certeinly che poinr vhereby all 
heretykes in the world haue periſhed , doe 
| periſhe now , and ſhall al wayes periſh : for 
o 
[ 
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rhatthey likenot, norſauournor the Sacra» 
merofthe vnity of faith in the vniuerſal bro. 
therhood of the Churche, nor acknowledge 
thar there is one certain Church , the only 
| motherofall the children of God , which is 
| only Hole , Carholtque, and Apoitolique? 
1 varto whom lefus Chrift her ſpouſe & lead 
1 - hath giuen che charectcr of the order of his 
eternall Priefthood, the keyes ofthereaime 
of heanen , & all auctoontie oues his howle 
hould : vaco whom he hath promited afit= 
ſtance of his hoke ſpirit vntil che end of rhe 
wollde: in whomis the wil of God, the for- 
oivenes of finnes, and the Cciſtribution of 
races: Who only hath the woord of Godin 
| rad che pus: doctrine of the Golpe), the 
true vie of Sacraments: tro whomonly there» 
fore dothe apperraine co iudpe of the rrue 
B lenſe 


19 The FTirme Foundation, 
ſenſ: of the hoiyſeriprures , and to decyde 
thecontroverhies of faith thar riſe among 
men: whoſe indg=ments in earth be ratified 
in heaven: which Church, being bur one 
and vndiuided in fatth, yet extending it (elf 
inhercomunio as the beames of the ſunne , 
as long and as wydeas the whole world;en= | 
creaſinge & multiplyinge daylywithout end | 
or lymir, continuern inſeparablly vnited to 
nerhead, as thebeames to the body of rhe 
founne, not lininge but of his grace, not brea- 
thing but of his ſpirir, and nor ſeing bur of / 
hisJight: and wio ſoeuer kepeth not this 
vnitic, he kepeth not the law of God, hehath 
no Faich, and h2canneytherhauethelifenoc 
F;.beſ. 4ths faluation of Teſts Chriſt, Itis Se Paul him 
ſelf char reacherh this Sacramer of the vnitie | 
of faith in the vninerſalitie of the Churche : | 
As there is not( ſaith he bur one ſole God 
jord & fater of ai, ſo there is but onetaith, 
one nope, onertiuſt, one badie, one ſpirit:the 
head of which bodie, ische ſonne of Gad [e- 
ſis Chriſt, who being him ſelrthe fpring of 
Iyfe everiating , doth inſpire Iyfe to all the 
bogte, & doth furniſh ir dayly with ſtrenght 
' by his holy fpirit. Who ſoever isnot a mem- 
ber of char bodie, can nor rake Iyfe of rhe 
ſpirit of teſns Chiift: heisaſtraunger : he is |} 
prophaneJ:h2 is anenemie, he is dead, dryc | 
and 
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of Catholike Religin, ſ 
and wythered withourmoyRure otal diuine 
grace, and hath ns partof the promiſes and 


rewards of leſus Chriſt: he is the braunche ,,;.. 


cur from the true ſtocks, apnointed ro rhe 
tyecto bz burned. Jfanyof choſe which were 
outofrhe Arkeof Noe were {aued, thoſe 
alſo (balbe ſaued which are foynde out of 
the Arke of the Church, If theriuercut from 
his (pring drycth not vp: if the braunche di. 
uided from the tree can hear fruit: if the 
member cut from the bodie can tak? lyie 
of theſamebodie : then alſo the man rhat is 
diuided andcut from the Caurch , ſhal hue 
oflefus Chriſte, He cannothiuve God forhig 
father, Which wil not hane the Cittrci fos 
his mother: and he can nct be vnired with 


God, which isnot vniced with the Church, 


At the ſame inſtant that a man doth feparat 
him felt tro the Church, hedyeth from leſus 
Chriite, aad lecizch the grace of the holy 
Ghoſt.Foreuenas the vniuverſal ſenſible light 
istyed tothe bodiz ofthe ſunne witch doth 


ſpread and diiltibuteir ro all the world, in 


the abſence whzrof, there is nothi:ig bur 
darknes : euen fo all grace of reconciliation 
to God, Was annexed to the boilie of Iz{us 
Chciſt: yea to this bodie of his which dayly 
groweth by increaſe of the choſen, picordt= 
nate tolyſeeuctlaſting , which is the bodie 
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20 The Firme Foundation, 
ofthe Church, which he doth gather roge- 
ther, taking out from the heape of mankynd 
all men of good wyl, which have bene, are, 
and ſha]be, ro the end ofthe world: out of 
which bodie thereis batthe wrath and ma- 
edition of God. Search where you wil:our 
, ofthis Church, you ſball fyndenorhing bur 
| death. Tobe ſhort, he which is not in the 
Church hath no God:he hath hisowne pro- 
per iudgement, his phantaſie, and his owne 
preſumption for his God : he maketh him 
{eIfe an Idol, doth worſhip only his owne 
imaginationin place of God. If fuche a man 
galleth him ſelfa Chriſtian, that is as the de- 
uil often ſiyeth hes Chriit. and if he be kyl- 
led forhis herefie, that is no martirdom, but 
' the reward of his herefie, which is not yet 
alporged by his ownedeath. Dying hegoerh 
to yeldand ioyne him ſelfe eternally to rhe 
darkenes, which he hath worſhiped , and 
to his head which ts rhe deuil . Thete ts 
no martirdom nor death pretious befor God 
but in the catholike Church: in the which 
only is the grace ofthe Goſpel of [eſusChriſt 
the which only ſhe doth preache in finceritie 
and truth, and withour any hazard or pofſi- 
| bilitie to erre: becauſe ſhe taketh her di- 
' reftionofthe holy Ghoſt, & of the tragition 


of the Apoſtles, and of the holy ſcriptures 
together: 


of Catholike Religion, 21 
together: which be the three grounds ſer 
downe by the holy ſcripture ir (elf : the 
which doth shew that nor shee only buyl- 
deth vp the Churche, but is alſo holpen of 
the traditions of the liuely voyce of the A= 
poſtles, ro the wh chshe often rymes refer. 
reth men, Kepe ( (ayeth S. Paul ) the traditions 
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\ Which you hauelearnedof me, bg it by yoord or by 


047 epiſile: anditis writren in the As ofthe traditio- 
NCS QUAS 
didiciſtis 
five per 

: ; ſermone, 
which were things not written . When the five per 
Apoſtles hadpl.inted theGoſpel, theydid nor cpiltolam 
noſtram, 
A tt, 
CC 16, 


Apoſtles thar in al places whereS. Paule paſ- 


ſed by, herecommended to the Churches, zo 


/hepe the ordinances of the Apoſtles and ofthe elders 


 ſayalthings atone time, norin one howre: 
. Hor wroteal:hat they ſayed: but according 
| asaccalion was ginen, they planted their do» 
' Qrine: ſo thatrhe holy ſcripture which we 
| have ofthe Apoſtles and ofrhe Euangeliſts, 
isnotſo mache a full doQrine of faith, as a 
witnes ofthe faith that chey preached. Now 
if wee wilgoe higher: the law of Moyes co 
fifted no letle in tradition than in wruring : 
and not only the ſenſe but rhelerrerand rext 
thereof was to be learned by tradition , For 
they had the ſcriptures in maner bur by half: 
the pointing being not yer pur to the He- 
brew texc, Bur the holy Ghoſt alwayes hat] 
informed the Church of the true rraditions 
B 2 andine 
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2% TheFirmeFoundation 

and the true ſenſe of the ſcripture, in ſuch 
forte as the Church and rhe holy ſcripture 
are ſo linked rogerher, that they both be as 
an ingjflolublechzyns of golde, The Church 
isnot abouethe ſcripture, but the authoritie 
of the Church doth ſhew the true ſcripture. 
And when ihe Church hath need of whol- 
fome information, ſhe dorh goe tothe (crip= 
ture: and if there beany darknes inthe ſcrip- 
i ture, the holy Ghoſte is pitento the Church 
8) 1. 'for to interpretrhe ſame. Fuen (o inthe olde 
bh law in al difficulties, thataroſe, the law of 

. Moyſes ordained thatthey ſhould goe to the 
. hygh prieſt for the tyme being, and thatthey 

| ſhould folow his vercit, nor turnyng either 
| rothe righrſyde or the left, vpon paine of 
ll | death. TheProphetsalſo ſentthem thether, 
Ti. - Hat. }8.andin.the Goſpel it ſelf our Sauitour come 
| maundeth, that ifany obey nor the Church, 
he be deoraded from the name of Chriſtian, 

+8 and holden for an Eathnike:tsr no mannow 
8 ſeeke excuſes in a corner, God hath aps 
+ pointedat alrygesthe prieftsof the Church 
preſent, to judge the pretent controueriies: 
and willeth that mien ſhould repayre vnto 
them: his holy ſpirit aſſiſieth chem to thar 
end, He hath notpromiſed vs in them more 
thenin other men , example of holynes, but 
he hath proniifed vs by them the Oraclesof 
his truthe 
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of Cathclike Religion, 23 
his truthe. Oh thatal thoſe that do erre in 
faith cid know the vertueof the name Ca»/ 
tholike, and the horror ofthe name heres, 
tike . how the Catholike in his faith, doerh 
renounce his oxwnreaſon, hisowniudgerntr, ' 
his vndeſlancing, his wil, and all his lenſes,” 
for to herrken bimplie and abſolutely vnro 
that that the C hurch doth reache $ how on 
thecontraric fide,th: heretikecoth grofde & 
builde his fayth voun his owne judgement. 
They ſhotlo knowe +tjtat the name Ca- 
tholike, is a name ofrepoſe in God: aname 
viterlie denying himieite, totheendhbe may 
be ouer Wheimed in Goc: and th3t toleane 
and ſtaie vpon the Church, is to jeane and 
ſtaie vpon God himſelfe: and rhatcontrarie 
wiſe to ſtaye vpon him (elte, thats to ſay 
vpon his ewniuegment, is to Pay him felfe- - 
vpon the deuil : they ſkould knowe thar 
the Chuichreacheth the people tay:Riuliy,/ 
and that ſhe is zſiiſted of rhe holie Ghott: 
thar ſhe hachthernewerraditicns of the Ae. | 
poltles: and coth taxetheſcriptuie in the Ee 
vangelicalienſc, fayerh neiking ot hegfelfe, 
putterh roth re of riwe, Eoike nor make 
any articic of Sachs bur only giuech witnes 
of tne Enarireiical tenie, and vikeroetnhe 
700d fiom the £03 palivte, even as the 
by Ghoſi doih reucae oo hevin combo, 
B 5:4 fd 


— 


F 4 
4 - 
/ 


A 
a - 


" ————— — 
\ <> 
* hk 


4 
h ww Yu = PSs n |" 
*; 4 We. RT En OE CI _ 
Le A Page TE OC 
@ —_ CERES R _ _ ne = a 


” —— AQ oy paw; 5 o 


Det. 17- 
Malach.a. 


Matt, 18, 


al ga. mogt or 


22 TheFirmeFoundation 
and the true ſenſe of the ſcripture, in ſuch 
ſorte as the Church and the holy (cripture 
are folinked togerher, rhatthey both be as 
an ingifflolublechzyns of golde, The Church 
is not aboue the ſcripture, but the authoritie 
of the Church doth ſhew the true ſcripture. 
And when rhe Church hath need of whol- 
fome information, ſhe doth goe tothe (crip= 
ture: and ifthere beany 6arknesin the (crip- 
ture, the holy Ghoſte is piuento the Church 
'for to interpretthe ſame. Fuen (o inthe olde 
law in al difficulties, thataroſe, thelaw of 
Moyſes ordained thatthey ſhould goe to the 
hygh prieſt forthe tyme being, and thatthey 
ſhould folow his vercit, nor rurnyng either 
cothe righr{yde or the left, vpon paine of 
death. TheProphetsalſo ſentthem thether, 
and in.the Goſvel it ſelf our Sauitour come 
maundeth, that ifany obey nor the Church, 
he bedegraded from the name of Chriſtian, 
and holden for an Fathnike:jer no mannow 
ſeeke excuſes in a corner, God hath aps 
pointedat alrymes the prieſtsof the Church 
preſent, to judge the preſent controuerſies: 
and willeth that men ſhould repayre vnto 
them: his holy ſpirit afſiſieth chemro that 
end, He hath notpromiſed vs in them more 
thenin other men , exampleof holynes, but 
he hath proniifed vs by them the Oracles of 
his truthe 


of Cathclike Religion, 23 
his trvthe. Oh that al thoſe that do erre in 
faith cid know the vertueof the name Ca»/ 


tholike, and the Gorror ofthe name heres, 
tike . how the Catholike in hisfaith, doerh / 
renounce his oxynreaſon, his owniudgemer, ' 
his vndeſlancing, his wil, and all his lenſes,” 
for to heatken tiniplie and abſolutely vnro , 


that that the C hurch doth reache ; how on 
thecontraricſide,th:t heretikecothgrofde & 
builde his fayth vo6n his owne judgement. 
They ſborio knowe +t;:at the name Ca- 
tholike, is a name ofrcpoſein God: aname 
viterlie denying him ieife, totheendhe may 
te ouer wheimoo in Goc: and thzt toleane 
and ſtaie vpon the Church, is tro jeane and 
ſtaie vpon God himſelfe: and rhatcontrarie 
wiſe to ſtaye vpon him ſclte, rhart'is to lay 


vpon his owniudgment, is to Pay him fe)fe- / 


vpon the deui] : they ſkould knowe ther 


the Chvich reacheth the people tfay:hiuliy,/ 


and that ſhe js :ffifted of rhe holie Ghott:; 


thar ſhe hatch therrewerraditions of the As | 


poltles: andcothtazetheſcriprue in the Ee 
vangelical ienfe; fayerh neihinge of þegfeife, 
puttetrh roth re of riwe, Gcoike nor make 
2ny art:cic Si Saytn * But C1115 BITS WW :Unes 
of tne Enarigeiical tiene, ard vikeroertinhe 
ood fiom the evi! palivee , even as the 
Foly Ghoſi doih rcucale to hevin compo, 
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24 TheFinmeFoundation 
And contrary wiſe that the heretike is not 
ſtirred but of his own parricularſpirit: hath 
notany tradition bur of his owne proper ma- 
king : rakerh rhe ſcriprure ina ſenſe by him 
felfe inuented: handling the ſame as if him 
{elf were theauthour:making him ſeIfa pro- 
pherro hym ſe]f, and judge of God:and fom- 
tymes ſetterh him ſeifabone al that which is 
God: in ſo much that he doth judge by his 
owne private ſenſe, rhe eternzs] woord of 
God: in ſvch ſort asal herefte makerh a new 
paradox,& puttech anew lenſe, neverEuan- 
gelized, not of the holy Ghoſt, burinuered of 
Saran , by the mouth of one particular man, 
T he ipirit of God 1snot particular, bur com 
mon: and the ſame is in common to rhe 
Church, ro whom hath bene giuen the aſſy.. 
{Fance oftneholy Ghoſt, toſhew vnto heral 
'*£rythe: 1nſuch forge, thar, as it iscertein thax 
' rhe holy Ghoſt is authour of the ſcriprure:(o 
Is it certein thar the holy Ghoſt is the ſoule 
arid lyfe of che Church , by whole direftion 


Tim.3. ſhecan ncuer ere, for Which cauſe $. Paul 


SZ vgft doth cal herthepiller andground of tructh . And 
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thisis jitrhat S. Auguſtin digconfeſlle , o lord 
. (fayerth he) thy trueth i not myne , nor this mans, 


Vctitas 07 that mans: butt is euerie mans,Whom thoupub . 


lik ly calleſt rothe communion therof , Warnjug vs 


#omiBe terribly that verake greate heed to chalenge that 


in pritate 


being diſcquered, he ſhould procure hyim . 
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of CatholikeReligion, 25 
31 priuate , leſt ſo Webevtterlie deprined of it, For non mea, 
he which ſpeaketh of his oirnerelletb alye. And as 2<c iliius, 
many particular opinionsasarein the world, - 
ſo many banners are there diſplayed by the ,,qum, 
,deuil, A true cacholike doth eltrange him quos ad 
ſelf as munch as he can from all particular commu- 
opinions, and from alattiiburingrto him _——— 
his being, hisliving, his power & knowled-? noone 
ge, andneuerdoth vierheſe termes : I am: I ribiliter 
can, I il, as for me, this us my opinion, and ſuch admones 
like ſpeches, which be termes ot deucli(h ar. *< priua- 
rogancie, He dares notſo much asto ſay ans oops 
him ſelfe that he is a part of Chriſtendom, 1,pca,uus 
ſtanding as it wear by him ſelfalone:bur hol- ne prive- 
deth this for a principle that he can not ſo mur ca. 
much as thinke any thing,that good is with 078. 
out the continual dependence of God, and” 
inſtruion ofthe Church: vnto whomin all 
{iimplicitie, and in deepe humilitie,heleauerh 
him ſelfe ro be edified and inſtrudted,euen as | 
alirle childe of his mother : ſo tharir is in a 
maner eaſier to plucke a ſtarre our of the ele- 
ment , than topluckea rue catholike our 
of the boſome of the Churche . Litle Iacob 
when Rebecca his mother commanded him 
to faigne him ſelf to his father rhat he was 
Eſau, to getthereby his blefling, he anſwered 
like a childe, that he feared left the deceit 


{elfe 


26 The Firms Foundation 
ſelf maleditien in ſtead of benediftion : but 
Gene. 25 then his mother ſayd to him, tat malediaio 
z (my (orne) be vpen me: only obzyrhoumy 
9 VOYce In that I commaund thee: which he 
32 Cid, ano was Fleſt : even ſoiris incur obee 
dience to the Church . If the Church ſhould 
deceive vs, then vpon herbe the walcditio, 
ro vs dothapperteynthe glory of obedience, 
With the which we be very wel zfivred to 
obteyn theeuerlaſtirg bened!&jcn, Butrow 
the Church car: nordeceive vs, yea l lay fur- 
ther, thar ikciniquitic of himthar 15in the 
C hurch is better, thatis to jay, is lefſedam- 
nable thenthe good weike of him which Is 
11: keref;e , Forrt one of the howſhold of the 
Church baue ſinned, he hath byt committed 
that finve whereir be js fallen : the which is 
tlorred cur by penance in the Churche,and 
he way obrein the premiſies of the kyng« 
dome of heauen:b ut hewhichis fallen out of 
the Ckurch, ſ1 reth alwayes, & inalthathe 
cot}: foralthat which 1snot of fanh, is tine 
; NC, af $ Paultairh Yeaalthovgh he Ccpen- 
\nace yer ci he obteinne prec.o,becauſein the 
| focieriewhere heis, ihereisno remiſFion of 
fines; theres no good Worke mM<Eritoriue, 
[ne PeNNance, NO Vertu io be rewarded With 
! lite everlaſting where fairtejsnct : and | 
thar perion Gcthe ror fruitſully fulfil any 
comaundenzent of God Which doth nor fule, 
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of Cathokke Religion, 25 
fil the fame in the Church, The pretended 
ood Works of thoſe which be out .of the 
Church, belikea (wyfr runningout ofthe 
way, andiyke great paynes taken fora mat= 
ter of nothing, where no rewardisto be got- 
ren, He which runneth our of rheliſtes, ſhal 
neuer carrie away theprice: he mult be fictt 
within the barriers ofthe Chunch,ſeing thar 
the courſe of good wootkes ſhalbe crowned 
according to rhe metits of therightuouſnes 
of cache one: I meaneaccordingas cuery one 
ſhal ſhew hymſelfe valiant and couragious 
in chrittianſpirir, and accordingas the new 
regenerat maninhim hache brought foorth 
due fruits, and effets of his regeneration « 
There is no -good without the foueraign| 
g00d. The ſoucraign good, is God. God,le-, 
tus Chriſt, and rhe Churche, are three rhings 
coherent and faſt vnired together, There 1s 
noacceſlero God, but by leſus Chriſt : and / 
there is noacceſle to Ifſus Chriſt, butby the | 
Churche : Jetno man (fayerh,S. Ambroſe). 
accept good wWoorks, done before faith, Faith ' 
is che fovle of good woorkes , without tis 
which they be dead, andbe not to be reware- 
ded with: lyte euetlaſting. faith is the ſoule of 
our ſoule, the ſubſtance of man, in ſuch torte / 
25 man withour faith is Withour ſubſtance, 
True it is that an hereryke renouncing his 
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29 The Firme Foxndation 
rated againe ro the Church, andasa member 
partaker of the prayers of all the vniuerfal 
C1: Church, heis made woorthy oithe body of 
tob--19n3efus Chriſt, after he hath parelie and entier- 
a4*15* lie renounced his herefie : in which caſeia 
fornicatorrepenting hath neede of teares & 
of tyme to be throughlyclenſed, and to ex- 
tinguiſh vrrerly the concupiſcence which 
hath occupied theſoule, and defiled the bo 
dy, rhereliquesof the one being harder to be 
healed, thenof the orher: butit che oneand 
theorherdie in theirfinne, the hererike ſhal 
carie a more rigorous iudgemefit than the 
fornicator, This point then is withour con- 
{ adit thar in all the vniverſal world, 
ther is but one only Church , which doth 
adminiſter erernal lyfe : which hath the 
keyes ofthe kyngdomeofheauen: in which 
ood deeds be rewarded with lyfe euerla- 
ſting: Which drawing out ofthe holieScrip- 
eares che right line of interpretation both 
propherical& Apoſtolical, according to rhe 
ſenſethar hath bene przached and taughc , 
geverh herchildren afſuredcertentie of the 
good paſtor, & knowledge of the evil: who 
who ſo obeyethnor, shalnever ſee God, For | 
this cauſe $. Paul according ro the care * 
Which he had imore then fathetly ofthe fal«. 
vation of men , doth exhogte very pep The 
co Dc 
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| true and the falſe there is but a hears diffe- 


| and Sacraments. as the catholkies doe: thar |?» 
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to be carefull, ro keepe the vnitie of ſpirit: 
which is to hold them ſelues, ioint, firme, / 
and locked in theboſome of the Charche : 
knowing that euerie where out of the ſam 
dwellerh death , and that euerle particular / 
aſſemblie out oftheſame 1s the Synagog of 
Sathan , All diuinitie outof the Church is 
vaine, falſe, baſteraly, cofufe, ful of deceit 8& 
impietie. Whethe heretike alleageth woor= 
des of theGoſpel,thatisnow no more ſaterh 

S, Hiero) the Goſpel of God. The Goſpelin 
their mouth becometh the word of man, 
and the woord ofthe deuwil: the trueth is 
poyſoned by their leauen, inſuche ſorte that 

it isalrogether vnlike to it ſelfe: wherin they 
fare as the falſe and lewed counſeilstvof 2 
prince orſtate , whoein giuing councell ce- 
dounding to theirowneparticularprofit,and i | 
notofthe Prince or common welth,doo be. \F 
tray the Prince and the comon welthe: even 
ſo, the heretiks be traitorsro God and to the 
holy Criptures. And ler no man be deceined 
if ſomtimes they ſeeme to teach che ſame 
doarine that thecatholikes do: betwene the 


rence. Butnow ſuppoſe they preached inall , 
& throughout, the (elf lame doftrine of faith | 


they -be alſo orherwile irceprehenſible of|'> 
there 


yy 
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, their life in excernz: toneltie; yea hoallie 
though they ſpeadiac biouafor rhename 
of I:tus Chriſt: alichisnorwirh ſtanding ich 
Bb. de fide they makeabodye apart, and hold not the 


ad p<, 


vnitic ofthecatholike Church they be in ſta- 


z*re of perdition. Thevſe of rhe Sacraments, | 
the wootks of mercie.,and theglonouſe con. 
»feffion of thename of lefus Chrite can not| 


profir kurvato him whichis inthe ynitie of | 
the catholike Church, Which vnitie who 
holdeth not, hedinideth che bocgy of Teſus 
Chriſt, which is one and indimifibles and his 
Church hath nottwo bodGyes. Ieſus Chriſt i 
nor divided(fayth S. Paul) and that pointis of 
ſo greatimportance as thecreed ofthe faith, 
Which isdayly ſongein the Church doth ex- 
preſlely ſhew that there is but one Churchto 


the end that all nien might know that out of. 


the ſame there is no ſaluarion 
Such as come near the brinke ofa deep pitr, 


_ or of any downetighc pitche, conceiuing the 


© ————— 


horrour of ceporaldeath, all trembling they 
retier far of, for fearto fall thecin : but there 
isnot any dzep pit or doryne right pirche or 
perilwhart ſo cuer in this world wherein a 


man ſhould conceiue ſo much feare to fall ag 


intohereſje . Forin all herefie dwelleth the 


Hhorrcur of eternall death: And to fall from 
the aſſured ficmament ofthe Churche in to. 
hereſic, | 


 _' 


3 
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Chugch and to make our ſeluzs tudges of 
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herehie, isto fall from cleaning to God tothe 
borromles pir of him ſelf: which ts as the fal 
of Satan, when he was headlonge throwen 
downe from heauen to hel. Let vs then rake 


| hzed good Chriſtianpeople of fepararing of 


our {c]ues, how litleſo eueric be, from the 
cathoiike Church, no, not in one only litle 
thought:let vs yeeld vnivuerſallic ro all that 


the Church doth reach , without reſeruing 


any thing, what ſoener itbe, to our particu. 
lar iudgement, againſt the iudgeinent of the 
Chucch. Looke how much any man reſer- 
ueth ro his own reſolution, vpon his own 
properſenſe,in matters of faith: ſo nigh hs is 
ro thelofſe of hislyfe, fotarre ishe 1a darknes 
of errour, {o near 1s heto deach, ſo much die 
uided from Gad, fo fait cleaueth he ro the 
dei}, Farre from allthoſe which haue care 
of theit own euerlaſting ſaluation, be that 
deadlie preſumption, which would ſhare his 
faith witit the Church: thatis, would make 
a choile and parrticalar ſeparation of the 
points Which j: pieaſeti; him to belceue , or 
not tobelceve with:he Church : as if thar 
(yde whe:teunto, by our own diretion, We 


, geloluero leans, were to vsabetrer euidence, 


and clerrer tefhiinonie then the vniuerlal 
Churche. This iz, ia verie deed rocenſure the 


the 


} 
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the face of the whole earth, taking her 
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the Church, and of the holy Ghoſt alſo 
which teacheth her. This is to be too too 
much ignorant of our own ignorance, Wea- 
knes , and meſure of our own ſtate and con- 
dition. Theiudgemear ofone particular ma. 
how wiſe ſo euerhe may be, is but as alitle 
candle inthe darknes ofthenight,the which 
giverh lighr ſcant fower of five paſes in cir- 
cumference, but is incotinent obſcured & in» 
uironed with the exceding force of yniuerſal 
darknes. W herthe Church, (which, as S.lohn 
ſayeth, is clothed With the /unne, haut the moon 
' pnder her feete) dothe caſt her beames vpon 


brightnes from aboue and drawing her light 


' outof theſeaofthe Intelligence diurie. Away 


(ay I) wich this preſumption: farre be ir 
from all our friends : farre from the choſen 
and ele of God: farre fromalthoſe, who 
hane an earneſt deſire of their owne faluati- 
on, & wolde willinglie forſake this worlde, 
toſee God eternallie, and to attain vnto the 
glorie of eternalfelicitie. Away with this 
raſhenes of particularities in opinions ſeue- 
red fromthe Church. This is the verie cockle 


| of wicked ſpirits. This is che waye to fall in 
, fo the hands of the deui]; who being nor 

2ble to wound a man to death , by making 
' him to forlake the Church abſolutlie, dothe 


ye 
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yet wound anddisfgure theintegritie, and 
fincere purenesof a Chciſtian,inthis point ar 
leaft, that now he isnot ſound, and ſincere, 
nor ſucha one as the beautie and ſtare of a 
cariftian requireth Deformed is that member / 
(fayth S. Auguſtin Which i not conformable to ) 
fe Whole, Rather ſaffer rhe ſoule ro be digi Auguſt 
« , : .. Turpis «/t 
ded trom the bodie, with all rhe rOrments int ,,vcears 
ne worlde, then to be diuid?2d from rhe wrinerſo 
[Church, or to diſſent from the Church in ſuono 
any one tote only, orinany one ſole litle cogruers, 
point. He that would agree with th: Church 
inal except one only point,isnor a catholike, 
Faith 15 no more indjuifible thanthe beames 
ofthe ſunne:ic isnot tobe hoiden by halues 
it isa gifr of God, & a grace infuſed:and the 
gifrs of God are perfite. For concerning 
faith, who (o euer faileth in onearticle is cul- 
pable inall. Andhe is no leſſe drouned which 
is but rwo fingars ouer head in water , then 
he which isanaundred fathoms deeper, A 
mans faith, eye, and honour;are three things 
that cannot endure to be hurt or inzpared , 
how litle ſoener it be, Many ofthem which ' 
haue yet ſome liuelie roote in the Church, 
& hare hereſie,doe give ro them ſelues ſome 
times libertie to blame or contemne certein 
obferuances and ceremonies of rhe Church, 
as in theic opinions vaprohitable. 


C Thele 


lth. 
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24 The Firme Foundation, 
Theſelodo? daungerouſlic erre, beſides 
that they ſhew herein their beaſtlines, and 
Ionorance: fornothing vniueriallie received 
inche Church is of {mall conſequence, or 
importance, And ynwoorthie are they to 
haneany placein the Church, and to be por- 
takers of the Sacraments of everlaſting life, 
which doe dilagree with her in rhe leaſt 
point that a man can thinke of. Men ought 
wich more reverence toiudge of ſuchthings 
as are approued and alowed of the vniverſal 
Church. When men debate of humain mat- 
t2rs, letthen humain reaſon take place: but 
in tne doctrine of faith, the only authoritie 
of the Churche ought to ruie, Iris norfor vs 
ro take vpon vs to coftirme, and e{tablith that 
whereuntowe muſt obey, We mult in al ſub. 
mir ourſelues wholie to heriudgemer, with 
out exception ofany thing, what loeuer ic 
be. For (o (oone as faith 1s {euered from the 
SanRaarie ofthe Church, ſhe is our of her 
natural element, ſh< hach no more vital ſpi« 
rir. The Church hatia ſecret motives, & con 
[1.jerxtions tending co the vrilitieand prefer- 
u:tion of her vniuerſal famailie , incompre- 
h.nfible ro any one private perſon: yet note 
withiiandingthey have rheyr toundacions 
and prounds verie firmeand ſure. The moſt 
exceilent Philoſophie that ever was in the 
| wotlde, 
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worlde, is that of Abraba which Philo deſcri- Abraham 
beth. He reducedalltheeffetsof theſecond Philo, 
cauſesro the firſt cauſe iminediariie * h2 dyd 
notattribueeto the ſunne, the light of the 
day :not to cloudes the raine;nor toeyeshe 
iight:znorrco cares che hearing: nor to other 
nextinſtrumentsot ſenſe the caaſe of their 
facultie,notto thefeet force rogo*:notbrea- 
thing co the Junges: not concoRion to the 
ſtomak: nor to trees and ſ22&s theyr yer-lie 
froirs: but he reduced ali; hingsimmeatallie 
to him onlie which ſpreadeih abroad his 
benignitie, and beneuolence largelie, frank- 
lie,andtreelie in all places: he bend2rh all his 
torcesto hym alone, hoping by hym only 
to be ayded: and ſtaying him felt: vpon kim 
only: neirh2ceruſting voon heaue, nor va0Hn 
earth, ayer, beaſts, plants or rooces, wich n- 
rent toJoue them as cauſes, And {as a man 
may ſay ) hz trauerſedthrouph all rhe ran- 
kes and troupes of the holt ot ailſecond and 
inſtrumencal cauſes, appertetntug to re 
O Fconomie or general difpolition of the vii » 
uerſalnacure, for ro approche yato th: (0:40. 
raign head: the Creator ot ſubſtances : rhe 
giver of formes: che ficſt mouer: firit caule, 
and caufe of cauſes: to rhe ende to lov hun 
only, and to giue him only thankes for ail 
benetits receiued, And this Philolophic of 

C2 AdtaRain 
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Abraham was asa ſhining beameof the in- 
nocencie of nature before ſinne: which in. 
nocencie conſiſted in cleauing wholie to 
God, anddepending vpon God inall things: 
notreſtiag vpo him ſelfe, norvponany crea - 
ture: Whereupon alſo God loued him more, 
and was mote ceuealed to him,then co thoſe 
that loue the ſecond cauſes, and ſearch 
deeplie in to them , norſatiſtied other wiſe 
with the fitſt. In like manner in matters of 
faich, thoſe which doe reſt altogether vpon 
the Church ſhal rather be illuminated of 
the holy Ghoſt, then thoſe which doe noe 
give credit to her, but vpona caution or cone 
dition of ſome natural reaſon. Ifany would 
know the way how to renderareaſon of his 
faith, and of all obſeruances of the Church 


1.PT.3.5. Peter thereunto doth exhorthim. Andin 


geede the ({tudie of ſuch a ſcience is the moſt 
noble and moſt worthiethat is inthe world 
only let him be humble,and holde this fora 
principleor maxime, though he vnderſtan- 


 dethnorche reaſon ofany obſeruances, yet 


notwithſtanding the ſame is grounded vpon 
ſome luſt reaſon aboue his capacitie « And 
when he hath layed for his ground this hu+ 
militie, and cominge afterward to ſearche 
the motives and reaſons of the Churche : 
thenthe knowledge of the general diſpoſi- 

tion, 
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of Catholike Religion, 37 
tion , and gouernement of the Church ſhall 
teach him conſiderations more deepe, more 
excellent, more ample, more comfortable, 
and ſhall repleniſh his mynde with acleerer 
lighethenthe knowledge of al Natures wor 
kes : and therein he ſhalrake more pleaſure, 
than ifhe had in his headthe colleions and 
patherings ofalthe knowledgein the worlde 
faſt owed oneto an other , and could giue 
a reaſon of the whole dilſpolition of natural 
things in alparts of the whole frame of this 
worlde, 


In theprimatiue Charch, Sineſius the great Sinefius 


philoſopher called by Chriſtians to the ſtate 
ofa Bishop, would notacceptthe ſame, but 
with referuation of ſome opinions of the 
ethnicalphiloſophie, The fathers condeſcen= 
dedto his deſire , aſſuring them l(elues, that ſo 
excellent a wit would eafilie caſt of alchoſe 
reſervations of his philoſophical folie, by c6- 
ference with wiſe and learned men of the 
Church, Andindedethislearned man being 
made Bishop , die {cone calt away alreſer- 
vations of his ſeueral opintons : and contor- 
med him ſelfe in al points to the Church, co- 
demning him lelte, and deriding his own va- 
nitie, proceding rather fiomrie root oftolie 
and pryde of a paitoſnpher, then of malice. 
And truelieto addit him felfe obRinatlie ro 
| CY ſome 
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| tome particularities of opinions againſt the 
Wd Gore. 27. vniveriahtie, ir is rhe part of one tt.at is 1gno- 
it ,, tant of the firſt elements and principles of 
.» Chiifiizmtie : ardatcker ofa ſhort ard fees» 
,, bleindgement, that hath a verie imal beame 
of brightnes, and is (o poore of vnderſtading, 
a: he 1s not able ro conceive that rhe river 
which hedwelleth next vnto, 1s much lefſe 
then the Ocean ſea : and that the ſarres be 
much greater thetheyappearro hi: eyes:eſte- 
ming rhe gre-telith'pgsthat he kneweth,to 
be the moſt that God can Coe in that kynee: 
a1:d cor fidereth but one thing onlie, where 
he ought ro conſider an hundred thouland, 
perſuacirg hin {elfeeuermotero have in rhe 
compalſle cf his braine, all that Ged is able 
to doe, or wil doe, meluring all things by his 
OWN capac tie, and itithciencie: Which is not 
onheanexticne? tohe, bur alfo veric daunge= 
rovs. For ſuch toik vpen theleaſt motion of 
the deuil wil (Fri W ihemn (ſelves from: the 
Inch pinacle of 1he ten ple dcwn to the 
e21.tnd. | irean from the firmament ofthe 
Chirch,tothe bottles pirof hcrefie, Wil we 
then ke atlured never to erre, and to have our 
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Ih ſpines quiet & peaciblc ameny althe whetrl- 
BB wynoes and tewpeſts of herelies * this is 
{2 the onlie mean: hethar waſkethin the ſpirit 


j of the Chur;h, isin rhe hioh waye: hegoerb 
| not 
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notin darknes: he goeth by gay, andſerterin 
ſure footing. The churchis to hima bulwark 
of quietneſſe: a wallof brafle: aſtay moreſure 
then the firmament of heauen : yea, I lay 
truelie, more ſure then the firmameiitof hea- 
ven, For rather the heauen (bal fall in pieces, 
and all rhe whole frame of the worlde ſhal 
fallinto cofuſton, and nature shal erre, rather 
thn the Church 5hal come to errourin that 
dottrine of rhe ſaluation , which che doeth 
reach herchildren. And good reafon: for her 
vnderſtanding his higher then the vnderſia- 
ding ofall nature: for it is the vncreated vn- 
deiſtanding, the holte Ghoſt, God him ſeif, 
winch doth gouerne the fame immediatlie, 
And forthe Churches ſake, heaue, earth, and 
all Narure haue bene made, and doeconliIſi: 
withourtwhoſe praiers, the frame of thewhol 
worlde could not ſtand one moment, The 
| Angeis them ſeJues (as S, Paul Gayth) are all Hebr. 1. 
ro miniſter to them whichreceive the ihe. 
ritance ctfaluation, Which arethe chijdren 
ofthzcharch. 

Bur I wi:! no further open the priuiſeiges 
of Grace, the heaucnhe and livehecomforts 
which thechiliren ofthe cathol-ke Church 
haue . The catholke Churche is the onlie 
fortreſie impregnable; the Wiſeman to hee 
wilhaue iis recourſe, and sbalbe {aued. 

C 4 She 
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40 The Firme Fondation 
| She is theſtrong fort of thecitieof God, 
Geneſ.z7, founded vpontherock , whiche can nor be 
,, vndermined : fortified by the nuincible 
>, force ofthe holie Ghoſt, garded by heauenlie 
,z armies, which are camped round aboutcom- 
paſſed of all ſides with the fauour of the 
almightie . She is the rtueearthlie Paradile , 
where thetree of 13 fe is planted, whichallof 
her houſe may freelie vie,and thereby receive 
nouriſhment of Iyfe eueilaſting . She is the 
true houſe of God , where hedoth diſpoſe 
his graces, and all his goodes and the ſoue- 
raign felicitie. And who ever cantaiſt of the 
fruic of the name Catbolthe : he ſhal fynde 
him ſelfe happie, and shal perceiue in thar 
heisa Catholike, he is asit were weeded out 
ofhim ſelfe to be tranſplanted in God: and 
beingloſt in him ſelfe, he shal fynd2 him ſelfe 
grafted, androotedin God, in whom he £hal 
ftand more furelie, more livelie, morre happt- 
lie, and be more his own man, then ſtanding 
in him ſelfe: where vpon his ſouleshalbefil- 
ted with true, ſound, perfite, (oucraign, di- 
ne, and cuerlaſting joye. 
I doe nor call in queſtion whether the Ca» 
1 tholike Churche be viſible, nor where sheis, 
beinga (ocietie, notof Augels, or of ſoules 
|  feparared from the bodie, but ofmen. She 
mult neceſlaziliebe vifible, that one may lay, 
_ thee 
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there is the Church, pointingro her with the 
fingar,and shewing herto the eye:orherwyle 
(fayth S, Auguſt, ) no mancould beaſſured Ang: trad 
of the vnit'2, in the wh:ch men muſt neceſſ. © 2.48 
rilie enter,and holde them ſelues, to the ende ** 
they may be ioyned tothe head & communi-"? 
cate With all che other members rhereof,And *? 
our lord should in vaine haue bidden men?” 
reſort to the Church , andobey it, if it were” 
inuifible: to the face of the whole worlde,” 

{o that she can notby any manner of wayes”? 

be hidden, nor darkned in the earth, no more*” 

chen the ſonne in heauen. Yea (faich SIohn 
Chiiſoſtom) it Were more eaſie to put out the g Cpyyf. 
{:ght of the ſonne , then to darckentheChurch, ho, 4 in 
And thoſe which ſay that the Church which cap. 6.Eſg, 
 wasplanted ofthe Apoſtles, and dydlighten 

che genriles, 1s no more excant, & that she is 

loſt many a day agoe; and thar ſtrayghr after 

the Apoſties she was eclipſed of her light, 

and became an Apoſtata, in ſuch fort as the 

worlde is entered into darknesas before: & 

thoſe which doe compare her to the Sinago= 
gueinthertimeof Eli: thoſe ( Lay) are ve- 

rie impudent, and their impudencie can not 

be heard with outindignation, forthar ir is 
contumeliouſe roche ſonne oft God: asif the 

fonne of God {which ſayd, that he is the 

lightof the world, and that hecame to re- 


new 


4.2 The Firme Fondation 
renew all, to deftroye the workes of the 
deuil, and to diſpoſſeſſe him of hisraigne) 
had not done that which he promiſed, nor 
that which he came for : and as vfhisligher 
had bene as a flash of lighrening vanishing 
away, and not as a ſonne riſing, to chale 
out effeuallie rhe darknes of the world, 
T his is a mooſt vile and shamefujl abaſing 
of Chrilts honour and eſtimation : this 
Is to take from him the deſerued' inheri- 
tance of all Nations, which 6 0D the 
father promiſed vnro him : this 1s (as It 
were) to ſpoyle him of his dignitie and 
the royal (cepter, and to plucke tim downe 
fro histhrone, and rotake from him hisroye 
al Diadem, Which the father gaue him , and 
ro make, that Gop hath nor kept his pro- 
miſſe . They which yſe theſe woordes are 
. Notin the Church them ſeluesſayth S. Au- 
ng. we guſtin. Thouſajeſ!; that the Church 1s not ex-« 
pſalm.10:* ES G 
tant , becauſe thou art not in her. Look well 
"to the matter: thouartnotin deede in her: 
"* burshe is and shalbe extant, though thou 
" Art not. Al that the icripture doth reach 
, fighrerh againſt chis inipudent ſaying. Tt 
3. Ree. 8. = pp þ 
Mart, is, hath bene toretold that the glorie of the ſe- 
AF#b,15, cound houſe of Gop $halbe greater then 
18.7720, the glory of the firſt: that she shal reach 
from 
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of Cathohke Religion, 
from one ſea to an othes : from the Orient. Tm. 
to the Occidevt : that ſhe (hal fill Alia, Af P/al.18, 
frica . Grece, Italy, allrounges, all nations, Eſa.z. 
and the lles farr of : and that the $ uiour 1; 


ſhall make as it were new h:avers , and ar, -Y | 


new eaith : ſoth-r the Sinagoguein com- 
pariſon of the Church is no more then 

one ſtarre incompariton of the Sonne, and 

had bur few litle iparcles of that lghe wher 

of the full brighrnes is ſpred vpon the 
Church , Origin {azth . tharthe fiſt ſfignelud. 6. 
giuen ro Gedeon of the flyſe only dewed 

fiom heanen , the earth round about re- 
maining all dr;e , did prefigure the Si- 
nagogue : and the ſecound figne of all the 

ear:h bedewed , ihe fl; ſe contynewing 

drie did prefigurat the Churche . 1» Daniel Dax. 2. 
alſo, the Church was pretigured, by the 
fitle {tone cut trom rhe mounraine Withour 

hand of man, the which hauing broken 

che Image of Goid, of Syluer, of braſle, 

ot [ron , and of chay , which did re« 
preſeut the Empires of the world , be« 


' came a prear mountaine , and did fill 


the Whole earth , where vpon Saint Ay- 
ouſtin doth argue againſt the hererikes z 
If the I:wes be ſaid to be blinde for 
nos having feene the lone being burlitle , 

what 


. _ - ane ther iT OS 
Se I a eos oo wr rye were ne —or—_ 


— 


4.4: The Firme Fotndation 

,, what blindnes is that inthem which can nvr. 

, ſee rhe ſame being a mountaine ? ſo thoſe 
(ſaith he ) which denie the Church diſ- 
perſedthrough the world, doe not ſtumble 

againſt thelitle ſtone but againſt the monrai= 

Eſa. 2.54-ne, Eſaicexpreſſely fortold, that the Church 
_ ſhalbeas a mountaine manifeſtly, {lifred vp 
abouerhe mountaines wheruntoall nations 
” ſhall reſort: which our Sauiour him ſelfe 
?Pconfirmed, ſaying that his Church is a citie 
WS. fetona montaine which can notbehildden, 
what ſhal I ay more ( ſajth S. Auguſtin) *the 
Churche , is ſhee not manifeſt? doe not 
we ſhew ir with ourfingar * and thoſe that 
»» doenot ſceſo great a mountaine, be they not 
,, blinde, which againſt the ſhining candle, pur 
,»inacandelſticke do shuttheyreyes? S. Ber- 
,,vardwrneth elegatly hereofagainſt the here- 
2, Tikes of his time: the ſtone cutt without the 
,, handis become the mounraine filling the 
,, Worlde; and thincke you (faith he) tharir 1s 
,» With in your dennes? this isto caliniatalthe 
» vniuerſal world. Thou maieſt eaſily ſee the 
citie ſett vpon a mountaine, the Church Ca+ 
tholike which can notbe hidde: Moreover 
S. Auguſtinſaith, that by Gods prouidence, ir 
hath bene diſpoſed, that the teſtimonies! of 
Teſus Chriſt are obſcure in the olde pro - 
phers,burrhojeofthechurch are —_—_ 
the 
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the end thatmen ſhould haue reconrſe to 
the Church for coiiſell, tolearne of hirtheir 
ſaluation « And he faith further that the 
Chucch fithens the Apoſtles time hath not 
only notloſt any part of her light, bur alſo 
hath alwayes augmentedthe ſame, ſtill pro - 
ceeding andencreaſyng, asrhe new moone 
from ſmal lighttoa greater. If any one(faith 
he) doe not perceinethe moonein the firſt 
point of ir increaſyng,one mightexcuſe the 
weakenes of his eyes. but he that doth nor 
perceiue the ſamein her falnes, that man is 
ſtackeblinde, Fromtheryme ofthe Apoſtles 
when the Church didnot ſhew as yet very 
much hir face vpon the earth, ſimplemen 
weredeceiuedbytalſe teachers, ſaying, hereis 
che Church, here is Chriſt, wounding (as ir 
wete in thedarkofrhe moone) ſimple and 
plaine meaning folke:but nowhow blindeis 
hethatercethin the ful moone? Pope Leo the 


ficlt, S. Hilzire, and other auncients, which $s_ paris 


ligedin the mayncourſe of mightie hereſies 
doe witnes, that the Church was nener 
darkend fithens the Apoſtles, by the infetis 
of herefies, The Church ( ſay they) may be 
diminiſhed in theGlobe ofmulritude of chil. 
dren, but not in light and clearnes:@much 
lefle by the perſecutions of tyrannes: for(as 
ſayeth Tertuilian) the bleud of CR 
ſee 


S, Leo. 
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ſeed of the Church , and enerie martyt it as the 


gayne of Wheate falling on the earthe, which 


Cic.l. 2, bringeth foorth manye . Poore Cicero 


ſearching the ſouerarigne God, complaineth 
ſaying , by the diſſencion of philotophers 
we are conſtrained to be ignorant of our 
Lord, and can not know which is he that 
we ought to worſhip for Lord and go- 
vernor of the werld, This cannor he (ayd 
of the Church ; the contradiftions which 
hererikes doe make againlt her doe not 


Yenc. yr. dacken her, but make her rather betrer 


knowne, and ( 4s Vincentius Lyrmenſis faith) 
doe (coure her and make her brighrer 
geuing occaſion to catholikes to vnderitand 
clecche and teruentlie that which before 
they beleued covertly and coldly, And ir is 
certainthatthe Church had more knowledge 
of Gcd, in lomecertein articles inthetyme 
of $, Auguſtin, rhen in othertymes before; 


and inthe ryme oft S, Bernard , thzninthe 


tyme of S Auguſtin: and at this day more 
then ſhe had fince the tymes of the Apoſiles: 
ſo thatrheris nov none that ſeeth nor cleer- 
ly in rh&hghr of che Church, except thoſe 
whole gyes fatan hath putour, and which 
are willingly biynde: fith allnow doe know 
where is 1h: cheireof'S, Perer, the Church 
Cathohke, Apoſtolike and Romain, which 

hath 
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hath the name of Catholike, the ſucceſſion 
of Biſhoppesſithens S. Peterto this day; rhe 
conſent of people, and nations, and many 
other wel knowen markes, whiche do gif- 
tinguiſthe rhe ſame from all falſe religion, 
ofPanims, of tewes, and of Heretikes , and 
doth make it ſufficiently evident, that none 
can be excuſed, neirher rhoſe which refuſe 
roioyne vnto her, nor thoſe that do depart 


from her. [| wilnort here (ett downe all che 


markes ofthe rrue Church, as if chis preſent 
creatiſe were tothatend, burl shal couche 
only ſome few. 


TWELVE MARCKES OF 
the true Church, 
« He ficſt maike of cherrue Church 
is thename Catholt;e, which al- 
2 chough allheretikes would pre- 
* tzndtroberheirs, yer neuer could 5, 7, 
they obtains rhus much, S., Auguſtin ſayth, guſt. lib. 
thatifa Panime demaunded of an i1eretike cont. ep, 
the place where the Catholikes doe afſemb!e ford. c. 4- 
them ſelues, he durſt not shew his owne Si- c F 
nagogue. And $,Cinl faych, ifchou goeſtina «4 _ 
citie, doe nor aske where is the Church, ' 
nor wherethe houle of Gop is: for the he- 
r2tikes ſay that they have rhe Church, and 
the howſe of god; but aske where is the 
Catho- 
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Catholike Church , for that name Catho- 
like is proper to the holy Church, mother 
of vsall , thatare of rightbeleefe: and an he- 
retyke would be mocked and laughed at 
ro shew his Churche for the catholike. Pa- 
cianus hath treated of this point expreſlely 
where heſaith: Chriſttanis my name, Catho- 
like is my ſurname: thatdoeth name me, this 
maketh me knowne : the name catholike 
1s not deriued ofany one man: it doth not 
ſound anything ofan heretike : it is not re- 
ferred toany particular Authour, it agreeth 
to theprincipal head & body of thar tree, 
whoſe braunches beinge cuts of, are the 
{zRes of heretikes : but rhetree ir ſelfe li- 
ueth, mainteined by his roote : & continu- 
ethalwayetheſame, which is all one whole 
body, and called Catholike. bur euerie here. 
fe taketh the name of ſome one which is 


Athan. the authonr therof: where vpon 8, Athan«- 
ferm. 2. ſiusagainſtthe Arrians ſayth : Chriſtian peo- 
cont. Aria ple neuer tooketheir names of their Biſchoppe : no, 


Wearechriſtians, and ſonamed, not of the Apoſiles 
them ſelues, bur ofour lord in YhomeWehaue 
beleued by the voice of Bishoppes and Apoſiles, 
Thoſe Thich haue taken their faith of others 
are by good right ſurnamed from the cheefe of their 


Latt.li-4- herefie . Laitantius ſayth, the only Catholike 
6+ 3% Church is that Which keepeth the true Worsbippe, 


of God 


— 


— 
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of God: this s the fountem of trueth, the houſe of 
faith , the temple of God : in Þhomiſ any doe not 
enter, or from Whomif anydothdepart , hecutteth 
him |elfeof from hafeof lyf , an1 of euer/ajiing 
ſaluation: but eurrie (il of hereiikes dt pretend 
that the Catholike Cirarch is onatizer ſ5de: how be 
it bearing the names of Marciiriites or Arrians, 
they ire no more Chriſtians ; they bave loft their 5, Chryſ. 
14'ne Coriſtanin tahing ſlraunge names of men, ho.z1 in 
LikewileIa/iinethemartyr, $ lreneus $ lohn aft. ap ff, 
Chriſoſtome , The ſefes (Hy thy) becalied (fe. Nw; 
0f the nameoj the arche heretikes, but ta vs, n9 —_ — 
manhath giuen a name : faithu ſelf vhich ts Ca- |; _ 
tholike ſurnameth ys ſoe. and S. lerome; 1f thou , , 
beare thoſe Which arecalled Chriftians, to bearea 5 154.5, 
54me, not of our lord 1 eſus Chriſt, but 0 ff/omeother cu; Los 
( 15 Marciomtes, Valentimans) 0 ye certenly feranos, 
that they are not the Church of ieſus Christ , bus 
4 Sinagoge of Antichriſ?, 

Now yow p02 abuſed Lutherans and 
Caluiniſts, behiol Je the hozroureotfyonr bot. 
tomiciſe picr, you are £0 more Cheiliians; 
and you haue ns partin the ſaluation by le- 
fas Chriſt, All ancient Faihersdo wirnelle 
with one confer, rhatthe only Catholive 1s 
in the Church »f {eſus Chrift : anc ail char 
bear che name of one particular man be he= 
retikes, and excluded from the kyngdome 
of leſus Chriſt, Thote witneſlas caii not be 
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 reproned: and this is one maruelovsiudge- 


ment of God againſt heretikes, and a com- 
fort for the Catholikes, By the Creed of the 
Apofiles,itis aneceſſarie conſequence, that 
any Charch(if it be arrue) muſt neeocs be 
Cathclike: bur rhere is no7 a focierie 11 the 
world, which doth poſjeſſerhe name Catho- 
like, ſaue only the Romain Ch':rch , All 
others willcall them felues, 4:r;juns, Lutheras 
Caluiniſt;, The reformed Church Goſpellers,Pro- 
reſtarts, and ſuch other kinds of ipecialnames 
as they have: bur Catholikes doe nor fo, for 
inall parts ofthe world( where the name 
Cathvlike Church doth founde ) it ts in- 
tended and vndetſtoode, to be the Romain 
Churche,yea by the hererikes them ſelues. A 
man that paſſeth byGentuabeing asked what 
heis, if he anſwere, I am a Catholik, is take 
ofno man there for a Caluiniſt. Seek nor here 
to blyade your ſelues againſt ſo maniteſt a 
truth: butforſake both the ſet, and alto 
the naine of theſe wicked deceiuers,the Ar- 
cheheretikes of this tyme, which wil draw 
you withthem ſelues, into theirbottomleſſe 
picr of everlaſting damnation, it you donot 
enteragainint9the Church and mount vp 
In to the firmament of Cathol:zes, 
The ſecound matrke of the true Church 
is the ſucce{ion of Brshoppes fithens S. Ferer, 
co this 


of Catholike Religion, 52 
to this day, whichneuerhith bene interrup- 
red; the which ſucceſsion the fathers haue 
alwayes obieed apainſt hererikes of their 
tyme as an inuincible argumet . Forevenas 
ro the propagation of mankinde, mariage is 
neceiharie, ſo tothe procreation of rne chil- 
dren oi Godaccording to the ſpirirgihe order 
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of preiithood is inſtiruded, which can notbs iP 


continewed perpetuallie , bur by ſpiricual 
propagarion trom thoſe prieiis whom leſus 
Chriſt did firſtinttirnte, Ut is nor fo of kings, 
az1t is ofpreilie2, torit ali the kings of the | 
earth ſhould faile atonce: the people mignc 
creat? new. But if allthe prieſts of t!s worid 
ſhould happen co fayle:itisnot in che power 
of all mankinde to inaks new. Their inſtirn- 
tion is divine, and nothumaine,Tleſas Chritt 
him ſelfe muſtcome againe in perſon in to 


this world forto inſtirure ſome news. Ireneus Iren.ti.g, | BM 


ſayth , thar by this ſucceſsion all hererikes C3: 
be confounded: for neuer herecak could ſhew 
his nextpredeceflor in communion of do- 
Qrin. And to proue that the Romain Church 
is the true Church, he rekeneth the 3 hop - 
pes of Rome from S. Perer,vato S. Eluiher, the | 
Pope of histyme, which was the rwelueth, | 
Tertullianus , Euſevius , Proſper , $, Hierommwus, 
S, Auguſtin , Epiphanus, Optatus, and all the 
auncient fathers have vied this argument | 
D 2 againkt 
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The Firme Foundation, 

Tertil. againſt heretikes, Tertullian faych , ſhew tho 
itb.c beginning of your churches,and rhe orderlie 
7 fuccefſion of your Biſhoppes deriued by ſuc. 
ceftion from ſomeone of the Apoſtles,as we 

doe thew the ordetlic ſucceſſion in the Ro- 

S. Aro e. Main Church, from S. Peter, Account(fayerh 
IG. um S. Anguftmm) che prieſts firhensthelſtare of S, 
tjal. Peer: andlook in ro that order of fathers 
Wiich have fucceded one an other. and you 
ſhal fynde thar the Romain Church is the 
ſame ſtone, thatthe proud gares of hell can 
not vanquith, And heſaych farther, thar che 
fuceefiion of prieſts in the Romain Church 
by one continual line holJeth him in thar 
Chorch. Likerwiſe, Optatus, Shew((layth he) 
"EY = Juſt beginuig .. = cheyer 35080 Thich ar 

lib 2, lenge the holy Churchvnto your ſelues, An 

Epithanius having orderlie recited the names. 

of ail rh2 Bi:hops from S, Peter, vnto Siri- 

Eph. ciuthenBihip, which was the thirtie eight, 
ber. 27. headderh: Letnom.n merudilif te be ſoexatt 
m this rectal, for by thies things the eutdent traeth 

of the Church doth al yaye sbews it ſelf . If then 

thoſe ancient fathers haue (o greatlie eſtee- 
medthat cotinuation oftwelue, twentie, or 

torry (onerain bishops, ſacceſiors of $. Peter 

how mvch ſtrongeris thatargument arthis 

day tor vs Which «hew the continuation of 
mocetheivwo hundred thirtiethree, without 

EXCEP= 
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exception, This argument is inſoluble, and 
al rhe keretikesof rhe woridecatinotaniwer 
thetame: for the Church can not be withour 
prieſts , nor without Biſhops and paltors, 
There muſt neeces be(as 5. Paul ſaych)ſome 
for the edefying of the body of Jelus Chrift 
vntil he come to ludge the worlde., And 
( as S, Hierome fayth) the Church which is 


without Prieſts is nor a Church: and noe "3" "PO 


can be prieſt, if hz be nor ordzined by 
a Bishop , being {ucceilor of the Apoſts- 
like prieſt hode. This markets not only moſt 


certain & moſteuidenr, but forcbleco know Con 7 ard 


rhetrue Church, for where the ſucceifion 


of prieſt hode, 1s chere ts the ſucceſiion of 4 1. 6. 


doQrine. Moyſes,the Prophets, our Saujourhi n 
ſelfe in the Goſpel doth afficme the ſame, 
Now then, we ſhew the fucceiſion of prieſt- 
hode ofthe foueraigne Biſhop of rÞ ryme, 
by aſcending from predeceilor to pre i1<ceiſor 
vpWard, vitliWeariue ats, Peter,and enter 
as it Were in to rhefide of [8tus. Your Calujn 
feing iiinfelte by this argumet fo intangled 
thathecould not flip away, he firtucth, 
he wiingerth him cite, he roumerh avid tot- 
ſerh, he broyJerh with (fo great rage , as he 
ſpcweth our a whole flud ot inturies again(t 
Popes, piieiis ,and Biſhops. Oh rhe niadee 
dogge, icing cleerlie that tucceflion 1s a verie 
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| c.tein ſigne of the true Churche, to which 
hecould votanſwer, whereby he is proued 
| tobe a deceiver ſenrtofthe devil : he caſteth 
from the peyſonful pit of his harte , injuries 
ſufficient ro Gaiken the heaven. O ye Luthe- 
rare, 2nd Caluinifts, if yov be capable of 
re:ſ-n; if you may be ravght bythe holie 
Ghoſt, ifyou be touched with rhedefire of 

yovur faivarion: then examin you withovr 
patlion thisaggument:hearkento that which 
ycur owne conſciences ſhal teache you, and 
| be ye nortenemiesto your oWn ſaluation. For 
ſiihece rhat you haue not the order of prieſt. 
56 hood from any Biſhop , ſucceſſor to the 
ns . Apoſtles : you are out cf the communion 
WA « of the Church of JESVS Chriſt, yoube 
l without Church, wit3outprieſthood , and 
without any med-ation towards God: for 
4 that you hauvenot any prei{t ofthe order of 
© 4 the Mediator, Your miniſters be thoſe thar 
' 8.Ciorjan 5: Ciprianſpeaketh of, who without lawful 
lib, a. ep, Calling , without godsordinance, Without 
9. eccleſis\iical crder , doe appoint them ſelues 
to be head ouer rh men, take to them ſelts 
titles of Biſhops: & bke Apes, they reſemble 
mens ations ; andihem ſelues being nor in 
in the Church counterfair the face of the 
Church; a:rogaring to them ſelues her au- 
thotitie, & crurh; blefting others, being — 
glues 
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ſclues curſed of God : promiling life, being 
the ſeſues dead: calling ypon God, beingblaf- 
phemers: adminiftring prieſthood, being ths 
ſelues prophane* preſenring the ſelues to the 
Altar asinterceſſorsro God, being the ſelues 
ſacrilegiouſe , & prouokers of gods wrath: 
their preachingis 10: preachin?, bur preva- 
ricatio of the woord of God:theirprieſthood 
isnot prieſthood, bura ſeruice of the deuil, 
and minitterie of Anzichriſte. tor Apes be al- 
wayes Apes, anc neucr:lilbe men: and hes 
retikes alvwayesherenikes , how ſo euerthey 
doe countetta!t, and neuerehalbe C2tholje 
kes,exceptthey enteragaineintothe boſom 
ofthe Church, wh:re tae lautul fucceſſion of 

riefthood ofthe Apoliles Corhremaine. 
The third marke is 4ntiquitie: for eucn as the 
ood feed was ſownin the field by rhe hou- 
{ehouldergbetore the cockieby the enemie: fo 
it is certein, that the true chuzch is more aune 
cieiztthanthe falſe, Now,thar theCartkolike, 
Apcfiolike, ang Romain Church is theſame 
that Iss vs Ciurilt him (elfe hathinflitured, 
& more auncient then all the (es of herert- 
kez, this atroumer wil torcethem to confeſſe, 
In all notable chaunges « f 1eligion fx 
things areto be marked: the 4urhor: the Ne 
Opimon:the T;meT-ren at began: the lace Drhere 
it began : the Impagners that it had : the Small 
D 4 Uh 


7 —_—_ TO 


at dl 


_— 


> + Ee es i i 


Dons RE II 49 aka; wc 5 - 


» Py 


v7 TheFirme Foundation 

number offoliiers When the ſame began to 
make her ſeparation of communion from 
the religion that it &yd forſzke, Firſt, we 
know:harttheArthor ofthe herefie of 47715, 
was a prieſt of Alexanditanamed Aniz: of 
Neſorians,2 Biſhop of Confiatinople named 
Xe/ orius: of Lutherans, a monk of the order 
of S. Auguſtin named Luther. Secondlie we 
knew that the new coQrine of Arrius 1rm- 
ported,thatthe ſonne cf God Was acrearure 
Of Ne/orins, thatthere was, two perſonnes 
in leſus Chriſt: Of Luther,tharthe Fuchariſt js 
ncita ſacrifice, and that maniis Iuftified by 
tharonely ſpecial fairh which he haih of his 
cwne irflification. T hirgdile we know that 
theſetof Arius,0yc beginnetheyere of our 
Lor0324ethatof Neſlorius, the yere of 437. 
that ot Luther, the yere1517. Fowrthlie we 
know thar the Arrianiſme dyd beginne in 
AFgypre:the herehe of Neſtoriusin'T hrace: 
that of Lutherin Saxonie, Fiftle we know 
rhat the Arrians Were Impugned ly Pope Syl- 
weﬀter,by the Corncelof Nyce, by S. Athandſits 
ty S. Bil 7ie, ard many others: the Neſtorias 
L y Pope Celeſiin, by the Conncelof Epheſus, by 
&, Ciril, 1 d many othets:the Lutherans by 
T'epe Leother,mh : by the Conncel of Trent, 
t yall vniverhries of catholikes,and by many 


 DoQors, Finally, we knew thatin the be- 


giNning 


of Cathchke Religion, 5% 
ginning when allchoſe arche heretikes did 
ſeparate them ſelues tromche communion 
of Catholikes, they were ſmall in number, 
and that even the theCatholikswere diſper= 
ſed throughout the world in infinitenums 
bers. None of all thoſerhinges can be obiec« 
red by the Lutherans and Cajuiniſts againſte 
the Catholikes. Firſt they haue neuer obiec. 
red vs , the author of our faith contrary to 
theirs: neithers haue they named vsafter any 
particular man which they wolde verie 


willinglie baue done if rhey could. Secondly 


they doenotſhew the beginninge ofany oug 
new doctrine, if they aſcend nor vp to 
rae Apoſiles, whoſe nouelry is ours :andis 
our antiquitie againſt all hereſie , Theyare 
not alſo able to ſhew any tyme certain of 
our faling from the Churche, northeplace; 
neither where ict ſhould haue begun; nor 
thoſe which did impugne the ſame as new; 
nor thatany councels haue bene celebrated 
againſt her: nor finally thatthis our Church 
Catholiice, Apoſtolike, ang Romain, did ſe= 
parate it ſelf from ſome greater , that was 
beforezin ſuch ſorre asthole which did com=- 
municate with the 'Romaine Church were 
fewe in number, and thatthereſt of Chri= 
ſtians were farre more greater. For it appea« 
reth by me epiſtles of, $, Gregorze, the Pope 
which 
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£9 The Firme Foundation 
which he did wiite to the Biſhops of the 
Eaſft,of Afrike,of Spaine,ofFrance,of ltalie,that 
almoſte ai] the Chriſtians cf the world did 
communicate with him, Now itis athowſfand 
yeeres pali ſhthens FS. Greg. and the doQuine 
of faith which he did teache, is the fame 
thar the Church doth teach at this day. 
+ Thetowetth markeis Centinuance without 
Der. 9. being interrupted» Iris forerould in Daniel 
. thattheraigne ofthe church ſhall neuer be 
2+ IM-3: difperſed: and inSaint Paule, that herefhes 
can not long ſtand: the Churche being 
like the brightnes of the firmament which 
ſhinerh in perpetual eternitie: Hereſie is as 
a Comet conceiued of the vapours ofthe 
earth, whereof theflame ceaſerh ſo ſone as 
his carthly nouriſhemenrt doth faile « The 
Church in an other forte is as a continual 
flud which cannot drye, Hereſfie is asa flud 
of tempeſt which preſentlydoth faile. wher- 
 _-of 8. Auguitinlayth: Benot you (fayth he) 
inilud amaſed to fee the fluds ſwellinge and roa- 
pe. 97. ringeforatyme, Itis a violence of water 
ens hich runnerh downe,and ſhallceaſe veri 
Zexenien, Rich runneth downe,and ſhallceaſe verie 
zanquan, foone. for the ſame cannor long continue, 
<quace. many herefies bealrediedead . they hane 
*ren,, Tunneintheyrchannelas long as they could, 
they be flydden away: the rootes be drie 
and hardlie ſhal one finde the maxcke where 
| they 
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they were. Iris veriecerteinthatthe Church 
Catholike, Apoſtohke and Roman hath co- 
continued fince the Apoſtles in her viſible 
brighrnes vnto this day : which thing if 
hererikes doenor fullie grant, yer doe they 
confeſle that thoſe things which they blame 
inthefame, were alredie brought in before 
a thowſand, or twelue hundretd yeres, But 
what herefie hath euer Jaſted any thing 
near that tyme? yet I wilcontound them by 
this argument : Before thatLutherdid ſtart 
vp, beſydes the Romaine Church , there 
wasnotin the world buttheſe religions ,Pa- 
ganiſme . Indai| me, Mahometiſme, and the 
xelikes of Neſtorianiſmein Grece, Bur itis cer= 
tein by the confeſſion of Lutheransand Cale 
ueniſts them ſelues, that the Church of Ieſvs 
Chriſte was not in any one of theſe ſeftes; 
whereof it foloweth thatſhe was inthe Ro- 
maineChurch, or els quyte extinguished in 
2] the world, which can not be. Trulie this 
marke of the true church is famous * for ſy 
thens Theobutes and Simon Magus the firſt 
Archeheretikes varil Luther, rwo hundred 


' diuers heretics have had theircourle, where 


of ſome were vpholden by vetie mightie 
Patrones: by Emwperours , by Kynges, by 
lemed men, making innumerable books , 
outofthe which a man vwoulds hauc _ 

rat 


Yo 
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that they could neuer be blotted. And not 
withſtanding, by the wonderful prouidence 
of God they be to weeded out ot the earth, 
that there remaineth nothing ar all, nether 
of the followers, nor of theirbookes, nor of 
theyrdoftine, noravy fgneatall, bvt that 


 whichis found in the bookes of Catholikes; 


who if they had not written their names 
in their books , we had not knowen thar 
ſuch hereftes had euer bene in the world: 
and thereisno doute butthe flougas of hete= 
fies of theis ryme, wil allo fiyde away 
ful ſhortl;. 
The fifth marke of the true Church is 
the largenesofthe Raigne « And this marke is 
verieeuident inthe Catholike Church , the 
which dorh fruftifie throughout the vniuer- 
ſal world in both the hemiſpheres; And 
the ſunne doth nor ſtreache his beames fur- 
ther then she, Iknow wel thar she hath 
notthe temporal regiment of external Juſtice 
throvghout the whole world: butshe hath 
euerie where obedient childre. Sorhat there 
15 norounge,norpeople,norclimate of coun - 
trieinhabited , where (if perhaps the moſt 
patte be notCatholikes)yeratthe leaſterhere 
arc ſome, ay ſome notablenumber; which 
aſſemble them ſelves in the Church, and co0- 


municate Catholiklte in the Sacraments of 
| 5 the 


of Catholike Religion. 62 
the Chnrch: ainong the Turkes , among the 
Perſians, amongrthe Tartarians, among the 
Panymes , throughour the compaſſe of the 
earth. for the catholike Church is not re- 
ſtreined within the bounds of [talie, Fraunce, 
Sp.une, Germanie, England, Pol/and, Rome, Hun- 
garie, Greece, Siria , Armenia , Ethiope , Egipt, 
and other countries wherof the names are 
wel known vato vs, and Where the Catho- 
likes be in infinite number : but she doth 
fpread herfelfin to rhe new world, and in 
all thoſe f..ure partes of that new world, 
where she hath many Churches, wirhour 
mingling of herefies : of the Eaſt ſydein the 
Indians:of the weltlyde in America: ctowardes 
thenorth in [apon, towards the ſourh in Bre. 
fila: what herefteis that, thar ever had ſuch 
largenes? As forthe ſetes of Lutherans and 
Caluiniſts, they have nor paſſed in Afiz, nor 
into Afcica, norinto Grece, nor into many 
prouinces of Europe , Yeaeuen inthe verie 
ſprings of miſchief inthe North, where he - 
reftes haue moſt might , there arenoc two 


townesneighborrs poſſeſſed of one ſelſſe, 5: Auguf, 


All herefie isas a ſerpent. A ſerpent neuer © 
paſto.ca.s 


O& lib. de 


departeth farre of from his denne, And S. 
Auguſtine ſfayth very wel that the Church 


1s cuery Where, hereticalſo every where: But dendj cap. 
the Churchis one and the (elf ſame euery 14. 17. 


where 
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63 The Firme Foundation 
where, where as herehes be notthe fame 
euery Where : bur be of great diuerhitie, the 
one not knowinge the other: Wherof it 
doth appeare (ſtyth he) rhat none of thoſe js 
the Catholike Church , And he compareth 
herefiesro boughes cur from the vine which 
abidein the place where they fall wichour 
fruftifying: wheras the Church is cheliuelie 
ſtocke, which doth bring fruit in all hir 
braunches throughout, where ſo euer ſhe 
doth exrend herlelfe. 

The fixrmarke is theconqueſt of the World 
* by efficacie of Doftrine, which is the doQrine 
of the true Church, beingliuelie, mightie, 
more pearling then any two edged (woord 
and couerting efteftuallie the ſoules ro God. 
The Philoſophers (Gayth $. Atbanaſius) with 
lofcines of learning, and magnificence of 
ſpechecould neuerper{wadeany onecitie to 
taketheirlaws of them, for that (ſfayth he) 
theirdoQrine was dzad and without force; 
and their ſpzche did not proceedof the ſpi- 
ritof God, butofthe ſpirit of man, Neither 
did any man cuer read that the heretikes 
conuerted [dolJators or Tewesto the faith. 
Their care ((ayih Tertullian ) is not to convert 


Terr. lib. flraungers to Teſus Christ , but to peruert bys do- | 
de preſc. meſticals,c> thoſe Which he alredy hadgotte to him: 


rot ro geuelyfeto thedead, but to giue deadlie poi- 
ſon 


of Catholike Religion, 64, 
fon tothe liumg : nottolifte themvpWhich beon 
the grounde, but to make them fall that ſtand vp- 
right. The efficacie of their doQtrine is not 
to edifie; it ſerueth but to diſtroy,and this marke 
| doth ſhew ir ſelf very openlie in theſe our 
dayes, Here is now the very large harueſt 
of thenew world in ripenes. It behooueth 
to ſend workmen : but from whencedoth 
the Lord of the harueſt rake them ? The 
Church Catholike, and hereſte inaking both 
profeſſion to be of leſfus Chriſt, cheirdueries 
are,to increaſe the howlehold of leſus Chriſt 
aſmuch as they can, by conuerting rhe In- 
fidels to the faith. Thisnot wichſtanding be- 
cauſe IEsvs Cur1srt Wi notve planted 
in the hartes of itcaungers by ether handes 
then of hisdeare ſponſe, thertore th2 Catho- 
likes only are they which preache theGolpe] 
to Idolarors,and gainerhem toletus Chrifte, 
The heretikes haue never drawn, the leaſt 
prouince from Paganiſme to Chriſtianirie . 
when we haue conuerted the toleſus Chriit; 
the heretikes come afrerwardes to deceiue 
them.Bur men ſee thatGod ooth not permie 
the workeof conuertingthem, to any other 
thenro his true Church: as we being thoſe 
only which be the fiſhers of men; thoſe 
alone which draw the ſoules of men from 


the ſea of Infidelitie, to rhe ſhoare of Chri. 
ſtianirie 
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65 The Firme Foundation 
Rianitie. Theheretiksneuerthrow theirnet- 
tes inſea, butafcerthar we haue pur the fiſh 
vpon the ſhoar, then they pur all theirgloice 
£o rob andcarie away ſome lirtle fiſhe,as the. 
ues Sc not as fiſhers, Euen fo the Gothesbeing 
alredy made Carholike, demaundingCatho- 
like Biſhops forto gouern theirchurches; Va- 
lence (entthem Arrians for to {ubuert them. 
Thecauſe why the heretikes cannot conuert 
- the Infidels to the faich, 1s, for that pro- 
poundingthe fcripture, they doe nor pro- 
pound the trueſenſe whichis propertie the 
ſword of rhe ſpirit. The wordes of the 
ſcriptures are but as the ſheath which hold 
che {\wordeof the fpirite. They then fighting 
not with rhe ſ{worde, bur with the shearh 
onlye, ir is no merutilif they doe nor pearſe 
the hartes of [nfideles. Be{ydes that the he- 
retikesand Idojaters belonge all ro one (elf 
maiſter:Bat inthe Romain church, not onlie 
atthe beginning, buteuen ar all cymes this 
efhcacte hath benefound, This is the Ro- 
main Church which did firſt convert the 
Englishe men to the faith inthe tyme of 
S. Gregorie the Pope : This isthe Romain 
Church which did conuert the Saxons and 
the whole countreyof Almains, in the rimes 
of Pop? Conon,and of PogeZachatie: This 
!s the (elf ſame Church tharconuerted the 
Van« 


TC — oO 


of Cathokke Religion, 66 
Vandales, Bulgarians, Sclauonians, Polonians, 
Danes . Nor ates , Hungartins, Moratuans , 
with infinite kinges & people , And it isnot 
palt rwoo hundred yearesago fincethar ons 
only mounkes, Vincent of the orde rof S,Do 
minke did conuert to rhe faith 25000. as 


wellewesas Sarafns . [tis in cur ryme thar * 


the new Worlde recejued tie taith of .the 


Romaine Church, And ir !: not many yeres / 


ago lince that ſome Turkes 3: ſome lewes 
were baptized atRomse, and 5ther places in 
the Romain Church, The i.urkerans & Cal. 
uviniſts can not boaite chem (elues ro haue 
conuerted to their {et neither Panimes nor 
Turkes, nor ſewes, wherypon it doth ap- 
peare that they beof che ſpirice of che gem, 
ſchens thar all their force is no maner of 
wayeto getthe Infidels, butonly co deitroy 
the Chrittians, 

The ſeuenth marke 1s the Corformitze of 
aodrine With the Primitue Church . Now that 
the auncient fathers aid reach the ſame do- 
rine that we doe at this day, and condame 
ned tor heretical thir which we congemae, 
their bookes beare wirnes thereof; of the 
which [ wiliay furcier , that who (o ever 
readeth them thalneceſlarelic frame to him 
ſelf a Catholike ſpirit, and ſhal neuzr after 
diinke tae venim of any herefie, For aith=ſe 

E fathers, 
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67 The Firme Foundation, 

farhers, as they were well inſtru&ted ypon 
what ſtates the holy Ghoſt doth reſthim 
ſelf: fo doe they breathe our nothing but 
humilitie abatement of preſumption, abne= 
gation ordenial ofthem feſazs, a foueraigne 
reverence to the Church, a perpetual flame 
of chatrtie, and a care of (viritual vnirie,and 
as 2 man might ſxye, an indiuifibllicie with 
the Church, 

The eighr markeis Holines of DotFrine; (that 
isto ſaye ) whentheprofetfion of doctrine 
doth not conteineany falſehood concerning 
matter of faith; nor iniuſtice concerning 
maners : by th2 which marke, it is con- 
uited that there is no rus Charch in the 
world but trheCatholik: Church, For there 
is nota ſeQinthe world be it ofthe Panimes 

Tees, Turhes, or of heretikes as wel olde as 
new, buritdoth co:ceinein her dotrine 
ſome manitelt imptetie,or fome iniufkice dt- 
rely contrary to rea{21i1, 3s the ſe& of Cale | 
uin doth mak2 God authour of finne : and 
as much tie cauſe ofthe treaſon of [1udas, as 
of the conuerſion of $, Perer: & doth teache 
that thecheftta can not do any good Worke, 
Beſydsthat, al th:yrwritings be impugnors 
ot chaſtirie, of virginitie, of Religion: in- 
vething againſt faſting , againſt vowes , 
againſt all ordetlie deuotionin the _ 

elta- 


of Catholize Religion, 68 
eſtabliſhing all vice : pronoking ro ati - 
palre: & Jaboring to excingwith? the ſeed 
ot immortcalitie in che hartes of men. Bur the 
Church Catholike isperfe&lie holie andims« 
maculate in her dotcine : th2 doth rexcne 
many thinges in her miſteries aboue reaton 
but nothing againſt reaſon : ſh: doth reach 
ro auoide finne; ſh2 doth corcette rranigreſ- 
fors; ſh2 doth comfort the penicentes ; thÞ 
doth exitoite allherchij3re to walkzhoitlye, 
tultiie, rehgiouſlizinall their wayes; and to 
hauetheir verie thoughrs holie, purging, 1i- 
Itminating , & making thempetfe& forts 
preientthem holie ro God. Coine{ ſayin 3, 
Augaſim ) ro our Churches; there is noraing 
ſer ftoorth to ſee orro foll»ywwhich isin2o1” 
bible; nothing vniaſt, noting impure crnere 
be infinuated the comandementes of the 
trae God, orhis marueilles declared , or his 
giftzs prayied, orhis graces demaunded, And 
ther is no perfetioye nortrue confolatic4y 
in the woride hurt there: for tic eher? is not 
any cemiſſio of hnngs in the work Sutrh -ee, 

The niarth mark is Holines of Liſe, aiw<t in 
prieſts as in the pzople . I know that ri1is 
marke although many doe cular 1tyet:= ir 
ſorceible: & more notorins in catiiobikces, hy 
inallth2 ſetaries ofth2 world, S.Chrif3/iome 
lay, Wat allthe bindes of Iuftice that 096 {or = 
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' nants of Godhaueim truth , the ſeruants of the 


denil may baue the ſame in difimulation. The 
deaii{layth he)bach hu meeke menan 'hishumble 
men: hehath his chaſte men, his almesgiuers : bis 
faſters, andall kinde of goodnes that God hath 
created for the ſaluation of men. Thedeutbath 
broughtinthe {ame kind forto decciuethem: to the 
end that vet :veen therruegoodandthe good fained 
tieresheuldbe a confuſion, by the Which the ym- 
ple nor being eaſelie hable to diſcerne the true good 
fromthe good ſ,ugned , whiles they ſearchingthe 
men of God, they light vpon men of thedemil.: and 
there is not any thing but onlie charitie, that the 
pncleanc (pirit cannot counterfeit. Al apparence 
of Iuſtice is ſound in deceiners except onlie charitie, 
Which u not ſound but in theonlie ſeruants of God: 
Th: bolie Ghuffe hath reerued to bim ſelf onlie 
this vertne of charitie, in [uch ſort, thatby no other 
#tionof lufiice aman may ſo wel diſcerne where 
theholie Gh5ſt is, as bythe vertue of charitie, 

Al nerefiesat the beginninge come masked 
wth a ſuperficial holines, whiche for thar 
Itis nor of che ſpirit of Gad, cannot ſoundlie 
be chere letied, And as the Ape learned by 
arre to hold che candle afrerhe hach ſtode 
ſome ſimali while in tead of a candelitik, ar 
the ſight of a nur caſte before him leauerh 
all for to runne after ir: euzn ſo they can nor 
long timeindure without manifeſting the 

ſpirit 
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ſpicit wherofthey be, And as theyr father 
wasa murderer from the beginning, ſo they  , 
be comeſiraighr waies thecucs , kindlers of *'* © 
diſcention , Worſe then Painmes and Barba- 

rians: and aboueallorhervices, Pride is rc 

them peculiar. whereof $'. Auguſtin fayth: aug, !. de 
In ſandrie placesthere be ſundrie hereſies , but one pct. 
only mother pride hathingendred them all, as alo 

our onlie mother the Catholike C©harch hath 

brought forth all faithfull Chrifttaizs diſp 1ſed 
throughout theWwoild. 

And al; thele herefies doeſpringe by acci- £27? | 
dent of fome eull occaſion. Fgeſippus ſpeaking agar 
of the firſt heretike , fayrh thus, Then the _,. *, 
church vas calledeyirgin, nor being yet corrupted = WE 
by aduiterons decrine , but oneTTeIvines Tor cnat a= & 
he as denied a Bishoprike. did bevinne to tr\Wble Tec. i 
and corruptallthings. It appearech inrh2eccles ;-,,.,, 
hafiical hiltorte that Simon Magus, Valentin, 7 4-/.,Zer 


Marrian, Arrius, and all chole oide mon{=- 24.7 el. 


= 


ters did ſpringour trom theie: for diidaining ® 3. 
that others were preterred before them, they A pc. 1c. 
made a ſecte for ro revenge them ſchues, {£405 72 
being eloquent and of great witt, and of © £479 
thoſe that S. Iohn calicrh falie Propheres wa ae 

bY : , SHED, 177 
ilued out of the throat of the dragon: vn g, 1 4, 
cleane and deuclith ſpirits, praftifing the $2 },c. 
kinges of the carth., Lather witneflcd his Jun © 
owne moriue inthe firſt diſputation againit {. «e/4 

E 3 Ecchius 7: 
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”1 The Firme Forrndation 
Ecchius,crying out,this cauſe is not begunne for 
the love of God: Him felf hath written thar ' 
willingly he would haue denied the preſece 
oflTeſis Chriſtin the Euchariſt, if the (crip- 
ture hadnotbene fo cleare; forthar rheiby 
(fayih he) hedid ſeethathe mighrdo much 
huir to the Papacie, He boaſteth him (elf, 
thar kirges, Princes, avd Popes were Not 
wor:hie ro vnrtie the!arche of his ſhoes . he 
ſaycdthat he wouidtharithcy ſhould holde 
him fora hohie ran whether men wouldor 
rio:thar he Gid not eſfleeme mtcche athow- 
lard Ciprians,z thowſfard Augufiins: Andfor 
ro ſh:w moteplainliethar his father 1s the 
k'ng overall rhe children ofpride, he ſayth, 
that thedeuil cid reache him thatthe maſſe 
Was aneuilthing,and rhar perſuaded by the 
reaſons of the Gel he did abcliſhe the 
mal[e. His owne foil: vers them ſelves, haue 
deſcribed hin: ro be a man full of a malitious 
ſpirir and without charitie, Etaſmus fayth, 
thathe was a manifeſt deceiver;and that he 
did never ſce one of thoſe which have folos 
wed him that did amend them ſejues, bur 
many impaired, One of his cwne miniſters 
writeth in this maner: Totheend that all 
the world may know that they be notPa- 
piſtes,& that they &o nor truſt any whit at 
all ina good Workes, they doenone at all: & 
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of Catholike Rehgion, -Y 
having chaunged the ſpiriteofhnmilitieinto 
arrogancie, & redoubling their ficſt diffolu- 
tions without faſting , withouralmes, they , . . 
callthat kinde of lyte an Euangelical lyte . hy 
Luther him felfhath acknowleged that his 6. i ah 
ownediſcipies gaue them icſuesro be more 
reuengeful, more couerous, proude, vamer- 
cifull, vnrulie, and muche wor# then they 
had bene then, when they were Papiſt, 

Which thing the principal Lutherans per- 
celving , and tart theic corruption was 
cheefiiecauſed for that rney had taken a way 
auriculer confeſſion, they were defirous 
to reſtorethe fame againby way of policte: 
& for ro conſtrainethe people there rogthey 
did preſent a requeſt rothe ErmperourChar- 
les the fifte, who refuſed to hearethem, cx- 
ceptthey would viite:hem (clues againe to 
the Church. His diſciples Caltin and Beza ,, . . 
did notſo muchas couer them felues with poor 24 
ſheepes «kinnes, bur beinge verie  noo!- fg: 
cCenils DEMOoNta MERI1iDIANA an, 
have paintcd our them ſejues as Apcſiaras 
of yature, publiſhing their {:nnes like So- 
dome, and net hiding the fancy hell it ſelfe 
could nor cait forth more fi!tit then rhe 
ſ{choole ofthole abhominable Pexrapolitainies 
or Gomorits . They have digged out of the 
carth the bookes of impietie 2nd echnical 
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72 The Tirme Foundation 

corruptions. which ovr forefathers Had 

buried. They have thereof made commen- 
raries , and put them in french forro infefte 
thezwith the world: An hortible thing , 
thatthey have nor bene aſhamed tocall the 
felves waldins:to writethat they helperhem 
ſelves with empoiſoning, with witchecraft 
withe Magick, and with the develiſhearre 

for ro diſparch them; ſelves of theix evil 
willers. I wouid never have beleued that 
Sathan had bene ſo impucenr , 1f I had 
no. feenethe ſame in their bokes. They doe 
revite all auncierr fathers with ſhameful in- 
iuries, exalting the olde heretikes fo farre, 
that they call S , Hicrome aperuetfe ſpirir, 
2nd wicked: & Iovinian Which was an 
herenike they call an holie man: and ſay, 
that $, Hicrom and S. Auguſtin in thar, 
thatthey Gid gainſay Iovinran Wetethe 
{e}ues heretikes. And itisa Wonderful doltiſh 
follie in them whom they haue bewitched, 
that they doe notrecover any ſpace oftime, 
forro conſ1der their illuſhons : and Where of 

Ir comer}; thatin their writinges do appeate 
fo many iniuries, ſuch talſe accuſations , and 
Iyes, and not anylighr of Charitie, or grief 
of ſcandel of theirneighbours, turning al ac=- 
cidents of diforder in ro mockery or matter 
of dcetiaftion, in theirbchautours, T he fabu= 
louſe 
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touſe goddeſſe 4rein Homer, did never make 
ſo many calawiriesasthey haue made where 
they haue paſſed by . It their ſearies ſeing 
theirſteppesdid caſttheir eyes rowardes the, 


for to conhhder by the motion of whar ſpirit - 


they haue burned our Churches, mattired, 
cryellic ourprieſtes , deſtroyed ont howſes., 
&committeda million ofinhumanities,they 
thould fee that ſuch thinges be not the 
markes of the true church. FhefpirirofGod 
isnot ina tepeſt of wind ouerthrowing the 
monrteignes and breaking the ſtones; it is 
not ina thundering commorion zit is norin 
in fier Which doth deſtroy wher it paſſeth: 


 itis inaſoundofa ſpirit, calme, and gentle, 


woorking no harme norruine, but creating 
2 new & reuiuinvg in ſuch ſort, asihe ſcrip= 
ture ſayth that he did manifeſt him ſelf to 
Elias . As for the Catholke peopleiris roo 
true that there be manie wicked, yet there 
are alſo many that feare God, Jone theyr 
neighbour,and endeuor to kepe them ſejJues 
vndefiled of this world: which had rather 
loſe their goodes &their lives then the grace 
of God. T hecatholike people isasthe gravig 
of a laborer full ofſheaues of corne, whereof 
their doth nor appeare to the cies but the 
chaffe: Yet if onecome tothreshe the sheas. 
ues and pur the graine bare apart, there 

wilbe 


- - CRoboiBies 5 AA eLt i AE OA oP Le - Þ F _ 


Cd at ot. te. "ot. ”" 
fot n "EY 
[PSo——_ 


75 The Firme Foundation 
wilbe founde a good heape. I know men 
ſce not the good people goe to gether in 
rroupes, bur that the flud of corruption 
which hath (waie, hath overchowen manie, 
and that jr ſemeth , (as ſayth the Prophet) 
thatSathan doth reape thefield and gather 
the vines, and that God dothnot but gleane 
or leazeafterhim . Bur yet I aye there bea 
good number which doe (er them lelues 
apainſt the evil, and continue ftil ſtanding 
vprighr, holding them clues faſtened to 
GOD and wilbe rather cruſhed to pieces 
then ro ſeperate thera ſelues fiom him: 
Who if they fall ſomtime by infirmirie, 
yet they riſe againe quickly, mainteining 
theircuſtome of weldoing,and praying vnto 
God inceſlantlie thathe will fortifie chem: 
and when they muſtreſoluethem ſclues, will 
forſake all the reſpeCtes of the world forthe 
honour of God, 

As forour prieſtsircan not bediſlembled, 
but that there be dreagfull ſcandals, and all 
good people hauetheir hatres wounded rs 


- ſeerhe diſorders thatbein them : thoſe men 


that deferte high puniſhment haue there | 
the higheſt honours; and the mindes of the 
comon people , which are moued more by 
by exemple then by reafon , doe fallby to 
much marking the maners of ny pre= 

atCs. 
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hates. But whatfo euer confuſion there be, 
yet atethere ſome found not vnworthie,diſ- 
perſed here and rhere, doing their charge 
with reuerence. The grief is rhatthe preater 
parte doth ſurmount rhe berrer, and there 
are not to furniſhe cuerie where. Jt is our 
parte to praye that when the Iudaſles& rraj » 
tors ſhalbe gone into thir places, GOD 
will give vs Matbiofies for to ſupplie their 
romthes againe. Inthe mean tyme, good or 
bad as we haue them we honor them,as mi- 
niſters and diſpenſers of the miniſteries of 
God. We know that we muſt alwates make 
diſtintion betwene the vocation and the 
perſon. In mines of golde and filuer, one 
ſhal not finde the golde all pure: there is 
but one licle vain vpona grain of the earth: 
Yer men let nor for thar, to take thar veine 
and leaue the carth. Now the goldeand the 
fluer be the Sacramentes and the word of 


God: theearth is the corrupted maners. The | 


holines of the churcb coſifleth notinthe perſons, but 
$7 the Sacramentes ſayth Optatus. The prieſteg 
for the reverence oftheir priefihood ovght 
to be as Melchiſedech without father, 
without mother, without genealogie, 
kinges of peace and of Juſtice; that is to 
fay, allfpiritua], alpure, all holie, with- 
our fleaſhclie atfetion, as if they were 

deſcen- 
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deſcended from heauen , nor lubie& co the 
paſſionsof men: yfrthey benor ſuch , if they 
preach rhe good and do the euill, they be 
like the carpenters of the Arke of Noe, 
which raking no care to faue them ſelues 
did not enter therjin : or like the candle 
Which giuech light ro others and conſu- 
meth itſelf; or as the markes which ſhew 
the way and fturre not from theyr place. 
Noe gdidnot caſt himſelf into the water be- 
cauſe of the vncleanes of the beaſtes which 
weare in the Arke: ſo we muſt not depart 
from the Church for the vicesof men. If a 
ſicke man ſhould refuſe theremedie of a Phi- 
firion, for rhat the phifition hin (elF is 
ſubiC roche like diſeaſe, hewere mifaduiled. 
Thegrace of the Sacramentes is not of leſſe 
force for theeuilllife ofa prieſt : and the di- 
uinitie can not be impeached by the corrup- 
tion of perſons. If the beames of the ſunne 
donor dehile then ſelues paſſing by vncleane 
places ; much lefſe doe the Sxcramentes of 
God, which be remediespurging alcotagios. 
A man muſt neuerground his religion vpon 
the perfection of creatures : for that were 
Idolatrie. Itis vpon the wordof God that 
he muſt make his foundation . And I will 
fay more, that it was expedientforvs , tO 


haue for our paſtors, men taken from among 
men; 
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men, Which be of fleſhe and blood as we 
are, W-ake and vnperfe@ as wee, and can 
have compaſſion on ys, forrodiſtributethe 
Sacra nents according as our weaknes dorh 
require. If God had giuen vs Angels for 
paſtors, rhzy would hane required roo great 
petfetions of vs. God hati giuen toprieſtes 
che miniſterie ofhis gittes . It is ofprteſtes 
that our Sauiour doch ſay, as chow halt ſent 
metothe world, ſo I haue fent theminto 
the world. I haneginenthemchy word, and 
I do not prale onlie forthem, bnr for thoſe 
which ſhallbeleue in me by rhs.r word. 
How conremportibleto euertheperion of the 
prieſt be, [ conſider God in him, andnortthe 
mail : and honoring the contemprible man, 
inthathzis the vicar of God, Lhonour Gnd 
more, thanifl honored a holie man which 

zre pertet : becauſe I doe it not for any 
other ceſpet the for theloue of God:where 
a5 in holie men, it is the holines of life & che 
prerogatiue of vertues which maketh them 
venerable . To be thort , we multnotonlie 
receiue [eſus Chriſt in his own perſon, bur 
we allo mult receive the holie Gholt in his 
Church: Asleſus Chriſt is the head, fo rhe 
holie Ghoſt is the ſouleofche Churches; and 
the chaire of Teſus Chriſt ſhall not haueleſie 
pciuileigethen that of Moiſes. From Moiles 
vato 
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79 The Firme Foundation 
vnto the Meſſias, the Sinagogue alwzyes 
| taught thetruth: (othe chaire of the meſlias 
S ſhal reachthe truth, to theend of theworld, 
i: Thegprace of thechairisof thatforce,rharthe 
hi ſame doth conſtrainethoſeto ſay wel, which 
donot wel : bur manie in tharchairedothe 
one & the other. For concluf;o of rais marke 
among Catholikzs rhere be good people, & 
all maybeſuch : but among herecikes there 
be none good, nor nonecan be. | 
The renth marke js the gloire of Mirakles 
which be divine operations ſurmounting 
Exed. 4. the habilitie of all creacures, as toraiſe the 
M:th10.d:ad,to maketheblind toſee, ro helpethe 
Iob.15- Jame, andriocure diſeaſes which are naru- 
_ yes 'calte incurable, Andthis marke isneceſlarie 
Aug. Ii. for to perſuade anew faith, oran extraor- 
%. yti, dinarie ſending,euen according as thetcrip- 
ered,  tureand all the fachersd3ereach. Butneuer 
22.de were there true miracles inthe worlde but 
eur. Da 1mong thelewes and the Catholikes : The 
| "»% "7: ewes hauenorhadanie,fithens leſus Chriſt, 
| P'4-. The Mahometilts have neuer made anie..& 
Mahometlſaych in the Alcoran, that the mi- 
| racles haue bene giuen coleſus Chriſt , and 
the ſwordro him. The Panimes allo neuer 
| wrought any true miracles. Thoſewich they 
report rouching an oxeandan Image which | 
did ſpeake, watetcatied in a hue by a veſtal 
Vire 


10, 
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of Catholike Religion, $0 
virgin, 'araſorchar did cura whetſtone, and Tj, Zip 
ſuchlike, be allight toyes tending nor to the us,Cicero. 
viuification or betcering ofanie creature, but al, Max 
beſecrettrickes which the deuils might ea- 
filie doe forto amaze and to maintein the 
folies of Paganiſme, Bur true and huelie 
miracles bringing found cemfort ro men , 
neuer Sathun nor his angels, nor the faiſe 
prophets, northe Panime3, nor the hzre- Syeronius 
tikzs haus euerdonzany. Thotethas $yE- Corn. Ta 
TONIVsS and Tacitys have written of citus. 
Veſpaſian, thirhe did make one that was 
biindero fee with his fpicle, and healz one 
thatwaslame, and an other that hid a drie 
hande, thoſe be the miracles ot Ieſas Chritte, 
which thoſe prophane perſons would rob 
him of, forto attcibure them to rheir Em= 
perour: and they them ſzlues diſcouer their 
thefrby their own writtings. TacrirTyvs 
doth write that rhe (aide blind man fad 
to Veſpaſian, that hz had in revelation of the 
God Serapis , ro come to him , Mow hz 
Panimes , Which had notyet hearde then of 
IEsvs Chriſt, did thinks that the Chriſtians 
drd worſhip Serapis, as 1 doth appeare 11 
anepiſtle of cheEmoerour Adrian to Sera - 
 nusconſul, asapearerh in Vopiſcus where he 
| fbyth: tharintherowne of Alexandria racy 
| That worſhippe Srrapis were Clhicitians, 
Whereby 
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Sy The Firme Foundation 
whereby one may (eethat the Author ofthe 
healing of that blind , was the God of the 
Chriſtias. The cauſe ofthe error in thename 
Serapis, cometh of thar, that the chroughourt 
althe world,men talked of the miracles that 
Teſus Chriltandiis Apoſtles had done in Tu- 
rie, and the countries round about: and did 
nor declare them according to 'the pure | 
truth, as comonlie things which be done in 
countries far of be diſguiſed and altered by 
them which report them: & the Panims at 
al times haue bene raſhe & foliſhe to iudge 
of thingsro them vnknowen, gluing for 
hiſtorie that which chey did imagin, accor- 
ding totheirdarknes,as it appearetheuen by 
the (cripture it(zIf. Euen (© the Sirias bzing 
ouercome by the Tewes, ſaid that the God 
3. Reg-20 of the Teweswas the God of Mountaines, && | 
4X85, chatthey muſt intrappe him ia the yalleis, 
Eueno Repſaces did iudgethatEzechias had 
deftroied theaultarsof the 60d of the [ewes 
whe he deſtroyedtheidols. Lykewile the [i- 
caonians did call Baruabas Iupiter, & S. Paul 
Mercurie, for that he was the cheef ſpeaker, 
- 53, 1, 1n like manner the Panimes inthetime of 
+ the Apoliles vaderſtanding that the Chri- 
ſtiansdid worſhip ITeſus Chriſt in the Eu- 
charilt, (aid that they did woorſhippe Ce- 
res and Bacchus: And aboue al the Panimes, 
Tacitus by his writings doth ſhewe him 
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of Catholike Religion. 82 
ſelf to be a manitelt ſclanderer of matters 7,1, , 
both Chriſtian and Iudaical, Bur yer to take 1. 
the hiſtorie, as if there were no errour in 
the name of Serapis, and that the deed wore 
auerred in the perſon of Veſpalian : ir 
was not ablinde man indeed, noralame 
man indeed which were hcaied by Veſpa- 
fhan. For Tacitus doch wiire that the Phi- 
ficiensaſſembied didi2ye, that rhe diſeaſe 
of thoſe two were curable : that in the one 
the facultie of fight was not loſt; and thar 
rhe fame mgar com: again, ifrhey did take 
from him the impediments: As to che other 
he ſayd that ic was ealyero helpe his legges. 
Therefore jf rhe diſeaſes which naturalie 
might behealed, haue bene cured by the 
craft of the deuil: that is nota true miracle. 
And it is credible wnich Tertullian Gych, 
thar thoſe diſeaſes were ofthe deuil, which Tert.u: 
did hinderin the onethe vſeof the eie,, and Apol. 
inthe other the vſe of thelegges, to the end 
thathe mightſeme roheale, when ite d1d 
ceaſeto hurr, and to the endethathe might 
darkenthe true miracles of Teſus Clhititt, and 
of the Apoſtles. The true, cercen, euident 
and vaforged miracles haue never bene bur 
in the Catholike Church , in the which, 
at all rimes according to neceflajie occation 
Godhath wrought them, in the beginning 
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in infinite number: but firhens, that he- 
uenlieplant naving caſt his rootes through - 
out rhe earth ,andhaving no more need of 
T ſach watering; thy have bene leſſe fre- 
q.1 q'1ented, for thatir isnor for the benefite of 
4 ri22 Church to haves often miracles . And 
yernot Witliftanding for the ſpace of thete 
thowſand yercs there hath no age paſſed 
without miraclesin the Catholike Church 
authentikiie witneſſed , and Without gain 
(aying: asthe miracles done by Tharaſits , 
"1h s Malachie, S. Bzrnard, S. Frauncis, S., 
| Antonin, Dominike, ind others, which have made 
fart, bift, the blinderta ſee, reſtored hearing to the 
49.23. deafe, holpen the lame,and raiſed thedeades 
And iris not much mores then a hundred 
yeares from $. Vincent, he which did con- 
zert 25. thowſland Jewes and Saraſlins, of 
wrom 30, dead men wearercifed fro death 
tolife . Anthoninus which was of hisrime 
hach vritren theſame, And ;3l ihe people, 
Ciriſttane, Tees, and Twkcs did fee the 
faine. Ofocurtime ithath benewwiitten from 
thelidiens newlie ciſcovered, that Francis 
Xa tr plict,a letvit hath healed ſome of 
thep alkey y, tor.edeaie, ſome domme , ſome 
.biin Ge: 2nd ruled o! :C ied, and hath done 5 
oiher miracles, wirnefing that he was of 
theſpuitof the Apoltics: And allthoſcholie 
perſons 
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of Catholike Religion, $4. 
perſons were Catholikes. Maniehane writ- 
cen that Caluin & other new heretikes haue 
ſuborned pootre people for to counterfair 
them ſelues co be dead, to the end that they 
might raiſe them again in thz aſſemble of 


people, for roauthorife their implierie: rhe - 


which counterfairing to be dead, hauedyed 
indeedin thea@ of cacir feyning,to the co- 
fuſion of the deceiuers. In concluſion , the 
marke of the crue miracl2s is not found in 
any place of che world, butin the Catholike 
Church, 

Tizzeleuenth marke, is the vnhappie end 
ofthearcheheretikes, & of princzs their pro- 
tectors, and the profperitie of thoſe that 
hane detznded che Church, I k1ow how 
much a ma muſt leane orc;a't ro cais marks; 
I know tha:God doti ofce ({paretÞ © ricizd 
and dota fatcen rhemi with proſperities, & 
th2w him f(elfmore auſtere and hard ro his 
true children, to the end to awake them 
again, and rhar they rzmainnot ſetied nche 
earth. Therfoce our faich hath ocher loun de 
groundes (ufAcient without authociting 
her by euzntes, which may hauz by che wil 
of God motiuesvnto vs incomputrheaiils 
and may happen ſomrimes Wit diſaduans 
rage ( in reſpet of :h2 world ) to thorns 
children of God , as roJdyes and tacterite 
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chaſtiſementes, But we ſee ordinarilie that 
Goddoti ſhew him ſelt ſo gooda father, 
and ſo fauorable rowardes thoſe which be 
couragiouſe to defende his Church, that 
over and aboue the moſt happie eternitle, 
whichis aflured ynt- them, he dothreward 
them alſo temporallie: and {trickes with 
1gn0minie and calamities, thole which be 


enemies tohim Among the Archeheretiks 


Simon Magus caried by rhe deuilin che ayr 
at the prayer of $, Peter did fall downeand 
al bruſed diec ſhamefullie: Manicheus was 
Hine aluebythe king of Perſia . Monta- 
nus did hang him ſelf : Arrius being about 
to goeinto the Church,ſodeinlic diedofan 
horrible death caſting out his intrailes: Ne - 
ſtorius was eaten of vermin. Luther died 
ſorielie the ſame night that at ſopper hehad 
tippled ſquare, goſsiped, and madeall the 
companie to laugh Zwinglius was flaine 

1n Warre againſt tne Catholikes: Corolita- 
dius flaine ofadeuil by the teſtimonie of his 
own diſciples. Caluin died yet more miſera 

bly Among princes, Iulian theApoſtatawas 


flaine from heauen, and his bodie wichout 


bury :nge was (walowed vp of theearth, 
Valens burned a line of the Arrian Gothes 
whom he had favored , Anaſtaſius was 
ſiriken with thunder: Hunerick king of 

Van - 
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Vandals eaten wich vermin: The 3. Herods 
asalſo Nero , Domitian, Maximin and al] 
the other perſecutors of Chriftiansbe mite- 
rablie dead, either by killing chem ſelues, 
or being cruellie killed by cheyr owne men . 
Contrariwiſe allthe Emperours andCatho- 
like kinges Which haue defeded the church, 
have bene glorious in the world: God hach 
made therritiphe ouer their enemies, & hath 
given them their defires . The examples of 
Conſtantin,of Theodohusthe elder & yon < 
ger,of Honorius & of orhers,doth prouc che 
ſame . So longe as Herachius Was a good 
catholike, he proſpered againſt the Perhans: 
afterthat he became an heretike, he was 
vnhappie and died miſerablie: Likewiſe 11- 
ſtinian . And to be ihort, fichens rhac che 
Emperours ofthe eaſt, did withdraw them 
ſclues from the Romain Church, they grew 
from daieto daie in decaie, waxing weakar 
and weakarrtillthey loſt the Empire, It is 
apparent thatthe Emperours of the weſt 
haue flociſhed more or leſſe , according as 
theirdeuocion was more or lefſe to the 
church : As for Fraunce we can not denie 
thateuerit hath bene in greater gforie. and 
more redowted tothe world, than when it 
was arefuge ro Pop?s, and hath ncuer de- 


clined ſo much as when ir hath bene againſt 
| | F 3 chem 
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87 The Firme Foundation 

them» Andofour kings,thoſe which hane 
done moſt for the Romain Church , haue 
bene the moſt happie, moſt beloued of rhe 
people, and moſt dreadful to their enemies. 
In our time, in the yere 7537. the Catho- 
like Suiſters had five battailes againſt the he- 
retik Suiſſers,and inthem allthe Catholikes 
did yanquithe the hererikes: & making fina» 
lie a peace, in the fiſt article , the heretikes 
dis write this clauſe : tharfrom thenſe forth 
they would leaue in peace their cofederates 
cocetning thepoint oftheir true, indoubred, 
and c:thol:ke faith . And the Catholikes 
this clauſe: that they would leauetheircon- 
federatesin peace touching the point of ther 
faith , withour adding this words true, in- 
deubted , Catholike. In Germanie , 1547. 
Chatlesthe fifte with a ſmal number had a 
marueilous vitoireof the Lutherans, which 
had an armie of morethen threeſ{core thow- 
ſand men, In Fravnce the Catholikes have 
alwaiesforthe moſt part ouercome the he- 
retikes, as 2tthebartel] of drevz, of Jena, 
of Mour:ccounter , and ſelcome or neuer 
have the hererikes in ivſte battel overcome 
the catholikes, neither in Fraunce, nor in 
flaunders, norin Almaine, nor els where : 

and we ſhal ſee doubtles { with the grace 
of God )that thoſe which at this daie pur 

| them 
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of Catholike Religion, $3 
them ſel=es in force ro defend the Church, 
God ſha] croune them with honour and 
glorie,and ſhalheapevnto them goods,pro- 
ſperities, & remporal bleſſinps, & ſhal cauſe 
his wrath and ail maledictions and {hames 
to raigne vpon the perſecutors, and vpon 
the ſecret traitors Which doe fauour he- 
refie. 
 The,tweluerh marke, is the vo:on ofthe 
members with their ſoneraine head, which 
isthe ſucceſlor,of S, Peter, in the gonerne- 
ment of the vniuerfali Church. Our $Sauiove 
being defirous to giue vs ſuer and ferreled 
centreinthe ſphere ofhis church, from the 
which allthelines of the dotrine of falua« 
tion ſhould be drawen eo the circumference 
of the world, aid cho? the chaire of 8, Pe- 
rer,tharis to ſay, the place conſecrated by 
the ſeat and mzrtirdom of S. Peter, the 
which by prerogatiue of honour he did ap- 
point tobe head of the vnitie ofhis Church, 
making him , not his ſucceſſor { for it is 
IEsvs CurisT him ſelf, which 1s al- 
waies the onlie r:ve head of his Churche,re- 
maining vamouziz'e and 1mmortal , and 
which never thal have ſuccetJor , making 
it fruittulalwais him ſelfonlie, by his hole 
ſpirir . ) Bur making him his depute , lifre- 
nant, and vice gerent in earth, in the out- 
F 4 . Ward 
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$9 The Firme Foundation 
ward miniſterie and ſoueraine iuriſdicion of 
his Church,and after him all his ſucceſſorsin 
theſame ſort, So that the ſoueraine Biſhops 
pes be vicars of Iesvs CuRisrT, and not 
ſucceſſors: and ſucceſſors of S. Perernor his 
vicars. who ſo euer wiltake from thechurch 
that Monarchie called the vicareigeofItsvs 
Chriſt, he wo}d have a floke without a 
paſtor: an armie without aleader: a bodie 
without a head: abuilding withoura foun- 
dation: and the ſtarres without their ſonne; 
tharis to faye, he would have the diſperſis 
ofthe flocke , the diſconiforture of rhe Ar» 
mie,the death of the bodie , the overthrow 
ofthe building, the darkning ofthe ſtar. 
res, he woutd have a confuſed chaos, dif- 
ordered & voyd ofall proportion, andanAs 
narchieorgouernemet, more hortible,more 
confuſed arid more otfordered, than the 
bottomleſſepit itſelf; he deſeruerh nor to 
be heard. God which isthe author of order 
andnotof contuſion, which hath appoin- 
ted anoideramongthe Angels, wil not that 
wegoe mingie mangle inthe ſocietie of this 
world, we know wel as touching the power 
of the order Which concemeth the real bo. 
die of the perſon of Tetus Chiiſt , all prieſtss 
be ecual to S, Perer, and to the foueraine 
biſhoppeinthe prieſthood: But as 0” 
the 
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nof the Turiſdition which doth concerne the 


SIN 


bodie miſticall of the church , there ir is 
where thereare different degrees, and where 
one ſoueraine head of all prieftesis requiſir, 
which may hold rhe principalitie cuer all 
the Church , Who ſo euer difiembleth to 


bel tolight, and fleeth the cruth, of ſet pure 
poſe, and doth ſheyy thatheis ſtirredby the 
wickednes of a poiſoned hart: fortheſe pree 
rogatiuesof S. Peter, which are witneſſed 
in the goſpel areto be conſidered, Firſt that 
S. Matthew manifeltlie and expreſlelic hath 
iven to S.Peter raetitleofchiefof theApo- 
ſtles, AndalltheEuangeliſtes, making men- 
tion of the holy college ofthe Apoſtles, doe 
give alwaics thefirſtplaceto S. Peter. That 
S, Peteris only he among the Apoſtles to 
whom our faujour hath chaunged thename, 
and hath giuen him one of his owne names, 
woſt famous, whetbiehe is often ſignified, 
noted, or def1gnedin the (criptures (that is 


- to ſaie the rocke: forin thoſe two that were 


ſarnamed ſonnes of thunder, the naine was 
not chaunged , they had onlie the gyft of 
vehemencie, Now God did neuer put new 
name}, but when he made ſome great new 
benefite in the world, giuing with the 
| Name 


Thirtie 


ſee in the text of the goſpel the principalicie wo 


of S. Peter, and of his ſucceſlors , heis a re- fy; perer. 


Matih.ie 


—— 
On ens. ethd : 
< g - i. ..- - - 
_ —_ ——_ 


_— 


pe 
| OE. x2 


Wc MA 


CR es 


[2] 


91 The Firme Foundation 
nametheefiicacic ofthevwhich it doth hgnt- 
fie:as naming Abraham he gaue him to be 
madeafarher of manie nations: even ſo na- 
ming Peter. he gaue him thefirmnes ofthe 
rocke and of ſtone, for to ground vpon him 
ſome greatnew building. Ler ir be alſo co- 
ftdered thatS. Peteris only he among the 
Apoſtles: to who the fathereuerlaſting did 
reueale, thatTeſus was Chriſte, the ſonne of 
the liuing 60d. roralthe other holdingrheie 
peace, & ſuffecing the ignorit opinio of the 
comon people to preuailewhich had ſo baſe 
animaginarion of Its vs Chriſt, that they 
did eſteme him only , for either Elias, for 
the zeale ofthe lawe ; or Hieremie for the 
Holines of lyfe : or Ihon Bapriſt by reaſon 
of hisbaprizing : orſomepropherfor to re 
ueile therhings ro come: $. Peter only pur 
him (elf forward not having reſpe to the 
ſubſtance offleaſheand blood ; but paſſing 
on beyond thoſe corporal and humain thin- 
oes, by revelation of the ſoveraigne father 
he did fee with the eies of the minde the 
{onne of the jluing God; and confeſſed the 
gloire ofhis deitie, pronouncing with hart 
& mouth theefe wordes,or rather that ſound 
ofthediuinitie and humanitie of Its v s 
Citiſt: Tho» art Chriſt the ſonne of the liuing 
Yod; 25 if hehad Gaid, thoyy art not Elias, 
| which 
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which was taken vp into heaven, thou art 
Jeſus Chriſt which art deſcended from hea- 
ven for to lift vp man from the earth : thou 
art not Hierewie, orIhon Eaptiſt ſanRified 
inthe woumbes cf their mothers. BurJeſus 
ChriſtſanAiiying rhe world: thou art not 
a prophet to whom are reuealed the things 
co come, but Teſus Chriſt which haſt preſent 
inthy ſght all eternitie, Thoſe woordes, 
be verie high, butthe ſenfe vnderſtood by 
S. Peter, is yet much higher: And it was 
neceſlarie that it ſhould ſo be, that he which 
ought to hold the chaireofTeſus Chriſt ,{for 
ro teach all the world the true religion , 
ſhould haue that icftines of faith, thar 
v1eatenes of knowleige,rhat feruovr of lone 
and confeſſe the ſame; by-rhe which his co- 
feffion, as Ieſus Chriſt, had made him to 


know God:foS. Peter had made ITeſusChriſt - 


tobe knowen: W hervpon IefusChriſt hath 
therfore loued him aboue all the other, hath 
therfore declated him verie happie and hath 
given him that greate participation of his 
name, ochre, And to the end that that name 
ſbould nor be void andidle , he promiſed 
him that vpon that ſtone, he would build 
his Cherch,and that the gates of hel] ſhould 
never prevaile againſt the ſame : that he 
would giue bim the keles of the kingdome 


of heauen. 


II 
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of heauen,and chat all that he ſholde byndg 
and ynbynde in earch ſhould be bound and 

vnbound in heauen: he hath not ſpoken of 
g1uingthe keyesto the other Apoſtles. Sothe 
church 1s builded vpon the taith and confeſ 
fion of S. Peter: And the faith which is the 
ſeed of ourregeneration is called the faith of 
SF, Peter: Let that aiſo be confidered which 

15 ſpokenofin $. Luke, chat the people preſ 
ſing on our fauiour for to heare the word of 
God: our Sauiour feing nearethe lake two 

ſhippes, went vp into the one which belon- 
gedto S.Peter,wherebeing ſer, he did teach 
the people. 8& thoſe that ſailed in the other 
ſhippe tranſporced them ſeluesinto that of 
S. Peter, with Ieſus Chriſt. Let it be further 

conſidered that the two miracles. done by 

ourſautour in the taking of fiſhes, were 
done in the thip of $* Petcr, and by the mi« 

niſterie of S. Peter, ThatS, Peter, alſo 1s 

only he amog theApoſtles,thatour fauiour 

made goe vpon thewaters: for bom only he 

paied tribute: for Þhom only in particularhe 

praied to his father, to the end his faith 

ſhould not fayle : 79 Whom onlte he gaue 

charge to confirmethe faith ofthis brethere: 

of Þhom, as head of others, he did require 

more louethen ofothers, Whoſe teet he did 


firſt waſhe according to S, Auguſtin : to 
| Thom 
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Thom he did firſt appeareafter hisreſurrec- 
tion: to 2 hom only he foretould his death 
anddeath on the croſſe : to Whom onlie he 
{aid three tymes feed & gouerne my ſheepe, 
meaning his Church : 3-howe more precl« 
ſeliethan others he commaunded to folow 
him: #ho enite, when the diſciples were 
ſcandalized ar the wordes of our ſautour, 
ſaying thatbe woldegiue his bodte to eate, 
anſwered forali the Apoſtles, andſayd: 
Lordethiwha/t the Tr or1es oflife enerlaſiing, and 
we beleene theſame : Thom onl'e among all 
the diſciples our ſauiour did baptize with 
his owneiandes Firſt Euodius immediat 
ſucceſſor ofS. Perer in the Biſhopryke of 
Anthioche 1:ath written, that our ſauicur 
did baprize onlie the virgin his mother 
among women; and Ss. Peter onlieamong 
me and that$S. Peter did baptize S, Andrew 
S. Iames.S. lhon, and the others: That S. 
Peter alfoas head of the Apoſtles,afcer the 
aſcenſion of our ſauiour did aflſemble the 
church for to chule an Apoſtlein the place 
of Iudas: That S. Peter after the ſending of 
the holie ghoſt,did firſt preache 8& conuerc 


incwo ſermoseight thowſand ſoules: that 5, x, 


he did the firſt miracle on the lamne man, 
which was at the gate of the teple. That he 
as ſoueraine iudgedid condene the fraude&& 
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The Firme Foundation 
hipocrifieof Ananias and Saphira, whom he 
did kill with his woord: That he knew and 
did condemnerhe firit norable Archehere- 
tike Simon Magus:that to him was dire&ted 
asto the head, tne vihton of rhar ſhzete, Lec 
downe from heauen, hauing of all ſortes of 
bealtes,and comandementto preache co che 
gentiles; the which vihon doth concerns 
thedireCtion ofche vniuerſfal Church : that 


for E1m as nead ofraz Church prayer was 


AFR. 15, made withour intermittionin althe Church 


25, 
26, 


27. 


28. 


which is notſiyd ofanie ofrcheothers. That 
he inthe Councel ofthe Apoſtles did ſpeake 
firſt as head: Thache inthe molt tolie Creed 
of the Apoſtles did begin firſt, by chat high 
woorde Credo, therby making the chriſtian 
religionareligion of faith, for whoſe fake 
S. Paul ſaith thar h2 went vp expreſlelieinto 
Hieruſalem ; notealſo, thar S. Peter him 
ſelfedotn teltifie,thatGod choſe himemong 
the Apoſtles, tharby his mouth the Genriles 
ſhould heare the woord of the Goſpel, and 
belecue: Leric beallo conſidered that afrer 
that che rwelue Apoſtles had receined the 
holie Ghoſte & the pifce of all counges ha. 
uing diſtributed among them ſelues all the 
carth, therinto planteuecic onein his quare- 
ter the Goſpelofleſus Chiilt z S, Peter as 
head ofthe rwelue,ts ſentto the head of the 

world, 
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world tothe Queene of cities, the cheif ci- 

tie ofthe Romain Empire; tothe end, that 

the law of rrueth which did revele, ir ſelf 

forthe ſaluation of all people, might ſprede 

it ſeifa broode moreeaſtite from thehead ro 
allchebodie of the world: and where the 

world had the heag of his Empire, there 

the prince ofthe Apoſtlesnath had his ſeate 

in the citie of Rome: inthe which ( hauing 

firſt given order co the affaires of the Eaſt ) 

he comes him felf ro make his aboade, for 

to formeand ſetin order the affaires of the 

welt, and ofall che world: where hauing 

ended his courſe beforethetyme of his death 2* *+3+ 
IeſusChrift made vnro him yer one preroga- 

tiuve more, hy appearing vnto him, and ſaying ,, 
rohim, that he wouldbe glorified by his 6. 
martirdome within the citieof Rome: Lerie 

be further conſidered thar che Churches 
founded by S. Perer,{ thatisto ſaye Anrioche nCo 
and Alexandria )haue bene named the chief pa ay” ; 
Parriarchal Churches, and did goe before all : 
the othersin the Councels, Ler it be conh- 
dered that in the primatiue Church, in the 
teſtimonial letrersthar they gaue to thoſe xc. 


lth. 2. 


| tharwentinrs farrecoiitries, Se did chaunge 
| theirhabirarions, to theend they might be 


receiued where they went to thecomunion Shio 


there was pur downe in ſubſcription after 359 7- 
| the” 
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97 The Firme Foundation 
the firſt letters oſthe names of the father, 
ofthe ſonne and of the holie ghoſte, the firſt 
letter of the name of S. Peter, for witnes, 
that ſuch a one was Catholike. Finallie let 
it be conſidered that theChurch hath made 
a feaſt, or hole dale of thecnaire of S. Peter 
for to praiſe Godfor the ſoueraine benefit 
thathe hath done to his Church, to giue 
him a cnaire eminent aboue the others 
which ſhold alwais be certein, ynto whom 
a] the world mayhaue recourſe, & of whom 
al the world ought to be inſtructedas ſayth 
Opta. li. Optarus:thewhich fealt is yeryauncient, For 
>. Bed.in Bede & S. Auguſtin, made mention therof. 
Thetl. But in none of the other Apoſtles are the 
Avugſer prerogatiues found to be called of our ſaui- 
15.d ourinto thefelouthippe of his name and of 
fant. his office and paſtoraicare: and euenof his 
death:to be the mouth,of the other Apoſtls 
in all occurrent affaires, northe other pre- 
rogatiues, the which haue ber.2 attributed 
of all theaucients, to the ſupremacie and 
principalitie of S. Peter : which being eui- 
dentin $.Peter,itis ſuperfluous to ſpeakeof 
them in his ſucceſſors, Fort is wellknowe 
wy that our ſaujour giuing a head to hischurch 
15 hathnot intended to gue onlie the ſametor 
;& the time of S, Peter; asif the Church had 
1:8 had no needtherofatter him , But it 1s the 
cuſtume | 


I - 
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cuſtome of GOD ro make the firſt formes 
of thinges asmoulds, and afterwardes to 
ler the {ans be conrinevyed by {ucceflion: SC 
propagation according © rheir nature, 


TESTIMONIES OF THE -FA- 
thers, and of —_— ſor the ſupremacie 
EE. eter, 
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uen to | b-amrag hisfuccellours Biſhops 
of Rome,thoſenames ofPrince,of Head,or of 
Sourraigne, | willbring forth ſome t:ſtimo- 
ntes for roconfound the Bi. 


S, Irene, being n:re to the tyme, ofthe x, 
Apoſtles, |ayd. Thatir muſte neceſiarijiebe, 


thar allthe vniuertall Church, that is to ſay, 
all the faichfull whiche be inall:he world 
thould reforte to tne Romain Church for 
her moſt high pris: cipalit.e , andvoth adde, 
that in this Church tie ere traditions of 
the Avoftles, and the fairh which geuerh 
life, hach always berg ge 


S_ Cipuan he which foarfikerh the Op 1. do 
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97 The Firme Foundation 

the firſt letters oſthe names of the father, 

ofthe ſonne and of the holie ghoſte, the firſt 

letter of the name of S. Peter, for witnes, 

that ſuch a one was Catholike. Finall:e let 

it be conſidered that theChurch hath made 

a feaſt, or holie dale of thecnaire of 'S. Peter 

for ro praiſe God for the ſoueraine benefic 

thathe hath done tohis Church, to giue 

him a cnaire eminent aboue the others 

which ſhold alwais be certein, ynto whom 

a] the world mayhaue recourſe, & of whom 

al the world ought to be inſtructedas ſayth 

Opta. li. Optarws:thewhich fealt is yeryauncient, For 
> Bed.in Bede & S. Auguſtin, made mention therof. 
Thet!, But in none of the other Apoſtles are the 
Augſer prerogatiues found to be called of our ſaui- 
15.d ourinto thefelouſhippe of his name and of 
fant. his office and paſtoral care: and euenof his 
death:to bethe mouth,of the other Apoſtls 

in all occurrent affaires, northe other pre- 
rogatiues, the which hane ber:e attributed 

of all theaucients, to the ſupremacie and 
principalitie of S. Peter : which being eul- 

dentin S.Peter,Itis ſuperfluous to ſpeakeof 

them in his ſucceſſors, For it is wellknows 

that our ſaujour gluing a head to hischurch 
hacthnot intended to glue onlie the ſametor 

the time of $, Peter; asif the Church had | 

had no needtherofatter him , But it is the 
cuſtume | 
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cuſtome of GOD ro make the firſt formes 
of thinges as moulds , and afcerwaraes to 
ler the ſame be continevwed by fuccettion: SC 
propagation according © rheir nacure, 


TESTIMONIES OF THE FA | 
thers, and of —_— ſor the ſupremacie 
# $ Peter, 


FJ] {=J i rad be necdefull to 
AG HINA procede here any fardere. Bur 
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vi W &- becauſe hererikesbe ſoimpus 

(2Y, dent liars, as to ſay that the 

SY aunctc? taihers hats :reuver ge 
uento S,Peternorto his flccellours Biſhops 
of Rome,thoſenames oi Prince,of Head, or of 
Soueraigne, | willbring "on ſome t:{timo-- 
nies for croconfound th 

S, Irene, being n:re to o the tyme, of rhe 
Apoſtles, layd. Thatir muſte neceliarthebe, 
thar all the vniveriall Church, thar is ro {ay, 
all the faichfull whiche be inallche world 
thould reforte to te Romain Church for 
her moſt high priacipalitie, anddorh adde, 
that in this Church tne tivetraditions of 
the Avofiles, and the fairh which geverh 
life, hath akvayz bene kepc. 

S_ Cipitan he which farſikerh the Cyp-1. de 
Cnaire of fainc Petey voor the vimcnthe wiitaccc), 
Church is founded , doch te think to be ec» 55. 
G.' inthe 
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99 The Frrme Foundations 
bei in the Church ? Moreouer he dorh call 
S, Pererthehzad, the fountain the Roote, 
andthe matrice of the Church; He doth at. 
. Ecibur cohim the  ſupremacie ofthe Apoſtles 
Laprehemi nenceof2xcellent grace, hefaith 
that vnfaithfulnes can not haue acceſle to 
the chaireof S. Peter, and that the cauſe of 
all herefies procedeth of this, that men be, 
not obedientto one onelte Biſbop, vicar of 


fo. 

Teſus Chriſt. 
Hizrans S. Hierome: Amonothe rwelus Apoſiles, 
cort.  oneyschoſenhead for to rake away calloc- 


louis. 71. caſions of ſchilme, And being in the holy 
place of our lords nat fviticin [urie, n2 61d 
wiiteto Rome to Pope Damaſus 1n theſe. 
t:rmes:Loe here thefaith yonch / naue lear 
ned inthe Carcholike Church :1fi dogerre in 
any maneroffaiſion as Ignorant, or as mil- 
aduiſed:I defire thar youcorretie me fithens 
thar you haueche {:are and the faieh of S. 
Peter, Andityou allovs My 9: reftion , 1 
proteſt then boul Jejie againft who foeuer 
alreprote me; tack amnor gn rant, Oc 
tharheis wicked oran hereti{::, Your cirie 
ot Rometis tappie, where the faich of the 
tatiers Kepeth ic (elfe vncortupted, Flere cac 
eu chiidren havs conſumed [their Patri- 
monie, Here the good graime is degenerate 
into cockle,whereas your Rome being all- 
Wayes 


Flieron.ad 
Damaſ. 


Þap . 
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wayesfertilwith diuine (cede, watzredwith 
leauenlte graces, fructined in one ſelfe ſame 
puritie, Now in ce welt, the forne of In» 
{tice doth riſe: Heretnithe Ea, tat Luce 
ter wich did falifrom heauen, lath fer his 
thron2: I prayyournece fors to reach me : 
taat which ought to kee5etecretor verer, 
concerning the faith, I ſhunne everis here- 
tike, I fo: 5we yow onelie, [am the ſhzepe 
which demauudeth ſuccour ofthe Paitour, 
I fpcakz to rhe fucceffonr of the fiſher ro 
the diſciple of the Croiis , F hould me to 
your ſiolines, that isco {ay,rto rhe chairs of 
S. Perer.l know that vpon fcais ſocks rhe 
Church is groided, that who foeucrourt of 
rhis houſe doth eate the Lambe, lic is pro- 
phaned, he is not of l[eſus Chic: 16 iz of 
Antechriſt, Moreouer he callethtns Remain 
Church a verie pure fountain, Witich do ori 
not rec2ivelliuſtions againſt rae fauch vohicn 
hath never noriſhed hecefis: which hc! | 
allways CO:3061 wed immacalate , Rufji:s ira, 
fayd alſo that neuer herefie took? be gikning * 
at Rome, of 
S. Augaſtine : + who knower!t not the Aitg. cg 
principalitie » fr11s Apottleſhip of S., Peter is 7, 2X 
to be z pref: fed He 2{Or5 any Br '(h>prike ? —% Ny de B: py : 
Peincipalicie of the Apotiolike chatre, hath 
alwayes ad Force in thei Oman Circch: 
(3-3 9. Peter 
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101 The Firme Foundatione 
S, Peteras concerning hisperſon, by nature, 
was but a man, by grace a Chriſtian; Bur by 
more abundant grace that on &c ſelf fame 
man, is th:cheef Apolile: and for the (u- 
premacie of his Apoſtleſbip doth repreſent 
the vniuerſall Chuich, And peaking of 
the Repentznce of S, Peter : Our Lord 
Fur f&, (fayth he) hach heaſea che aitcale of all the 
- 144. d bodiein theheas; andin theverie roppe of 
pan, et, the Cliurch, And praying for S. Perer he 
hath praycd for all; for thor the benefirofrhe 
__ head doth recounce tothe people. He dorh 
_ 7 moreouercallthe Pope father of the Chriſtian 
01 Teſt, People, : 
2 by S, Ambroſe faith, our Lord aſcending 


Amb f-r, into the oneiy thip of the Church, whereof 
47. S. Peteristhe gouernour, thar ſhip doth ſo 
ſwimme in the high See of tize world , that 
the world perithing, ſhe #hall kepe fafe ( as 
did the Arke of Necin the ſhipwrake of the 
world) thoſe whome ſhe ſhail have recea- 
ned: Atigasthe fl:id being [pafled, the doue 
brougt into the Arke the tgne of peace : 
euen fo atrerths wiming of the Worid , ro 
thoſe whom the Ace of the Church thail 
repreſenr, teſvsClhuft Thall bringe the ſ1gne 
of 11: 5eace & of hisoye . He ſayth further 
tharPcreristhe vicar of the Love of Telus 
Chrike towards vs; that he is the ſtone of 

Churches 


- 
SON 
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Churches, which, asan vamonable Rocke , 
conteineith the heape and Tojning together 
of all Chriſtian building : Tharnor S, An- 
drew bur S,Perer hath had the primacieand 
care of Churches . Optatus emong the 
markes,ofthe true church putteth th2chaire 
of S. Peterfor the firſt, and chcefe. There is 
( ith he) burone onelychaire, which hath 
bene ſerar Rome, where the head of the A- 
pottles S. Peter hath bene preſident; in who 
tie vnitie of che chair? is kept of all, and he 
ſhould be a Schilſmatike, and Wickes man 
who againſt that ſingular chaire; would ſer 
Vp an otner, 

S, Leo, Ofall theworld onzly $. Peter 
is choſen preſident for the vocition of che 
gentiles, & foralltne forhers oftnechurcn: 
Andalichougn ters be 1 many prieites and 
many paſtoures, ern0ng th epeoplc of God : 
Yer S. Peter doth eovr \aom a: I: Abd it 
was ſo ordained by eroat rrovidence, thac 
ineuery place there tons he one ha: { : IN 
rhe grcat townes Oiler ſnroriour hoods han 
uine more ample Iurifoif ion; by whole 
meanes tie care of tne wniueriaitt Charch 
ſhould cometo tne feat of, Peter: and riiat 
nothing thould be difagitinn ith his ſour» 
raigne head. 

Proſper. Roine 1s tie {2at of S, Pater? 

G 3 A Rat 
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102 TheFirme Foundation 
oP de A Hatchet of hereſies: the head of all the 
549- world: That which ſhe can not poſieſie by 
Armes, the doth hoig che ſame by relygion, 

S Gregorie: Itismoſtcleere vnto al thoſe 
that know the Goſpel, tharthecare & prin « 
cipalitieofrhe whole Church hath bene gi= 
ver to S, Peter Prince of all the Apoltles, by 
the voice of onrL ord him ſelfe. 

Bed. in S$,Bede S. Peter hath ſpecially had the keyes _ 

3421.5 ofthe kipgcome of heuen,& the principal - 

AW. ticof Iudicial power, tothe endethat,al:the 
fairbfuil wich zxc in the worid might vr- 
derſtzd,t23: whoſceuerdoth feparat himlcit 
from tn2 viitieofthefairh, & oithe ſocieric 
of S. Peter, hecannotbeabſolued from rhe 
bandes of jiis innes , nor be brought in at 
thegateof the kinydome of heauen. 

S. Bernard, A man doubtles very holy,and 
very farre of from :} fartery. obſerving every 
where rhe {eveiitie of brotherly corredtion, 

Rey.ep.190 Vied rheletermes to Pope Innocent : We mult 
bring ro your Apoſiteſhip aii the perils and 

fcarGdals Which rife in the Church, being a 

thing mere that the detziments of thefaith 

may vereltoredin itatplace, where thetaith 

5 NOT IEceIne detrimict. for this isthe prero- 

Bernay, 1, £2tive Of that ſeat. And ro Pope Fugen, Thou 

2. de ccn- Arr the grear prieſt, the ſoneraign Biſhop , 
fiirer, Princeot of Biſhops, Inheretour of theApot- 
tices: 
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of Catholile Religion. 104. 
tles: In Primacie Abel:In Patriarchie Abra- 
ham: Moiſes j» authorite:3,Pererin power 
leſus Chriſtin ni. The othershave cuerie 
one flockes ai:15ned a part: to the all lockes 
arecomicrzd, S1t20u 27t not onely Paſtouro? 
Sheepe, vut Zolhiour of Paltours, 

Amongtte Greets , Origen ſaith thatthe 
gouernzment ©; " TQ2 Ca: 21ch hath bene De 
Lento S, Peter; hard. Perer sthecheefe © 
head of the Avoties. tnuing more wv 
and perfeQion 13cm 2275, 

S. Greg. Nazianz, Tie cifciples of Tefus 
Chriſt, all creat & excellent, & wourrnie to 
be heades, haue neuerths lefſe ben yery wel 
conter,to be putvehind S, Petervpo Whole ctr 
faith che Church hath er foundation, roſe | 
[o. Chriſolt. Ourlotdhath ſhed his blood 1,0 
forro gertogerherth thzep of ho tiehath 
giucrhe charge to $ Pe. & to hisfucceſſours 
Fie:2mie was fatiterto ons nation,but Teſus 2 .1fil.de 
ChiithathferS. Percronerall the world. pare. 
S. Bafl:Iofs Chit him felfis trulie the 
ImmOtable Rock,s, Peteris fo by Reafonot 
rliat Rock?:;Teus Chiiitoining nim ins dig- 


» # i I 
Nnities, doth not ſpeyte lin i elte ofch 20M,NOT Theoph, 


hath any ching leis, inilla 
Theoph lai getli 7177 Fram zur {peakingto Yerba 


S. Pct. Thou who lhave made cc Primovkt the Coutirra 
ItALLLES 
diſcipl:s;wio after thou 2: Jef denied me, _ 
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105 TheFirme Foundation 
haft again receiuedrhe Primacie of all, the 
preheminence of the whole world, who arr 
after me the ftone,and the foundation of the 
Church,confirme the others,and betothem 
a £004 EXamPpic 01 TcPentalicee 

S. Themas cicik our of S, Cinill theſe 
woordes,as lefus Chrift hath receivedofthe 
father the ſceprer of ih. Genriles;eue ſo hath 
| he plaintie comitredit co. Peterand to his 
ſucceſſors; and hath net geuen that which 
is his own to any orherburt vnto S. Peter, 

Fpiphaneus : Oecumenius : Enthymins : and 
all the reit of the auncientGreekes, doe ſpeak 
ofthis matcer conformably to the Latines: 
And Origin, ard $, Hierome haue aphed 
that place of S, Paulerothe Romaines, (your 
Jaith is preacited thrcu gh the xrinerſall World: (in 
che fence of the Piincipaliticotrhe Romain 
Church: Asif 5, Paui ſhould give thanks 
to GOD far tie converſion of that place, 
Which thou d be rhigorace ofthe vniuerſal 
Church, and wherof depenceth rhe coner- 
ton of the whole whorltd, 
Fplhrem the Syriagfauh, that, as Moiſes was 
head 6! ti;e tocietic of the Hebrewes ; even 
lo was 5, Perer of the Church,of Chriltians: 
Andasthe one was Piince of the olde Teſta 
ment : {o theother is biewiſe head of the 


tit ht, o 
One 
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One Frirrianus inthe time of Emperour 
Emmanuel; It dothe appear manifeſtlieby 
 EUIcMence ofthe ening it felte, thar our (a- 
niour hath avpointed S. Peter Prince % head 
for euer, nor only ofthe. Latines and of 
Greekes , bnt of Armenians, of Arabians, 
ot I2wes, of Madianires , of all the people 
of the Eaſt, ane oftheWeſt, ofthe South, 
of che North, 

The General Councels, which be as ir 
were, the cheefe ſear of rhe holy Ghoſte, 
doe teſtifie rhe Primacie of the chaire of S. 
Perer, asirdorh appeareinthctirſt Councel 
of Nice, whereitis fayd thar the Romain 
Church isthe Rule of rhe ethers. 

In the Councel of Calcedon, where Pope 
Leois caled Biithop of ihe yoiuerſal Church, 
ro whom the keping otGods viney ardewas 
committed, oy our ſautour , 

In the Conncel of Conftintinople , where Cong. 
Menas the Faitiarciie was prefide ntliisfayd, Coft 
we fol-we tz 5:2 Apoftolize,&ir we obey 
with rhom vic f1 C06; WmNcatre wirtiit, We 
communicate: tnvie which are condemned 
by it, we condem C allo. 

In the fetenth Synod of Carthage the 
ſeat of S. Peter Nithprimacie through al the 
world , being h2ad of all the Churches of 
God, 


Concal, 
Nice. 


Concil Cal 
1. Act.16 


In the 
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In the Councel of Laterane: where the 
Greekes&the Latines were in the general 
Coni.  Councelof Lions, X inthe Counce] of-Flo- 
ſs C- Trevce,by conſentoftheGreekes & ofthe L2z- 
tines, itisſayd & defined,that theholieApos 
ſtolike Seateand Biſhopricke of Rome, 6ot): 
hold rhe .Primacie over all the vniuciſal 
worlde,thatthe Pope is the true yicar of Te- 
(us Chriſt, father and door of ail the Chrii- 

Rians and head ofall the Church. 
He ſhould makea great volume , which 


would 5ithertogetherali thereſtimonics of 


the ſuprer;cie of S, Peter, & of his ſuccefiors 
overthe Thucch. This point was ſocleerc in 
Theod. b the prin:iv.ut church, that certain heretikes, 


5c 14- for to procure zuthoritic to theirſef, did 


22. coll, 


Cartha +. faigne to have comunion with rhe Romain 
SH* 


Church, fo faric irorth, thatthe Don 7ifies did 
ſuborn a Biſhop o! ikeir ſet , wines they 
cauſed to remain atRome fecretly,o1t2 they 
might ſay that tliey had that marks ofthe 
truechurch, which is of tin chaire of S, Per. 
And they ſuborne :n other, which did pia- 
&ile with ſomeraskailfugiriues of the citie 
of Rome coming fro thenle, for toproue by 
thethat he was biſhop of Rome & tucce\- 
four of S, Peter, but theſe copaniors being 
conuicted of this falſhood Were coſounded 
and madciidicujous. 


Optat. i, 
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TheEmperours the ſelues haue acknow- 
leged the Bilhop ot Rometo be head of the 
-vniuerial Church:and they havecalled him, 
Poſtor of Pitors, father of fathers and the toppe 
ef thecroWn ofth: Ciergie. And thar fo publik- 
lie, as the Paymin Authors make mention 
therof; asit avpeareth in Amianus Mancellmas 
which named Pope Liberius ſouerain Biſhop 
ofthe Chriſtian law, and the Empercur Con 
tance cauied $. Athanaſus Biſhop of Alex3- 
driaro be ser to the ſame pope,oipurpoſe to 
cauſe him ro be condeinined by him which 
hath the ſoueraignauthotitie cuer the Chii- 

ſtians. 
Thus by theſeteſtimonies as wel ofthe 
Golpel, as of theauncietfathers, & Coicels. 
and by thepraGuite of rhe Chorch ic ſelfe, f1- 
thens the Apoſtles to this day, itis manifeſt 
thatthere hath bene one ſouerainhead in ig 
miniſterie of the Church, vicar 0! the {ouen 
rain head cfſenrial, lIeſus Chriſt.znd incceflar 
of. S. Perer,inthat vicarceige:to Whom al Ca 
tholikes which are diſperiedthroughontrhe 
world, are ioyned as memoersto their head, 
Loc here 2, markes, of the true church, 
Thar is to lay,!, The pofſeſ];o& prepertie of 
the name Carhoiihe 2. T he tucceſhon of the 
Apoſtolcpnziihood,s. Anriquiti2,4, The 
long COLMANCE WILRONE NUENUPLIO, jo FT he 
Lar- 
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largenes ofthe kingdome : 6. The viQorie 
of the whole world,by efticacie of doQrine, 
7. Theconformitie in doctrine with the pri- 
mitive Church, s. The holynes of doQtrine, 
9. The holines of life of rhe poſletlours: 
#0. Thegioire of miracles: 11. The Infelicitic 
of the impugners, and proſperitie of the Pro 
reors : i2. And the vnion of the members 
with rheir head, the ſ{ucceflour of S, Peter. 
Theſe are comptiſed in fower woordes of 
theCreed, that is tofay, in that the 1s one, 
Holy: Catholize, andApoſtolite.I doenotenrer 
here into the grounges of thedottrin of the 
Catholike Church; The principal ſcope of 
this preſent treatiſe , was *onely to ſhevw 
that out ofthe Catholike Church, man can 
not be ſaved what foeuer thing he doth, 
whereunto I haue added theſe outeward, 
markes, the which withour farderdifpura - 
tion may be ſufficient to ouery Chriſtian ma 
co reſolue him felfe, rouchingail ditaculries 
what ſoeuer, forallche controucriies which 
haue bene, are, and ever ihalve, inte faith, 
doe reit therein: and are reduced to that 
onely head, to 6nde the true Church, 
Whichbeingonesfound, a man 1s out of al] 
hazard and perii of errour For alagree vpon 
chis principle, that rhereis but one Church: 
and that the lame can nor erte , being ( » 
ſaith 
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faith S. Pau] ) The piller and ſeur groundeof 
ruth, Andtherefore, who foeuer ſhall doube 
ofanything, ) as of Sacramentes, of the In- 
uocation of ſaints, of praying forthe dead, 
orof any other pointof lerning ) he mult 
onely matke that which the Church doth 
reach thereof, and then, rherevpor to refol- 
ue himſclte moreaſiurediy,then ifan Angel 
otheauen were defcendedexpretlely, to 1- 
forme him ofth2 ſame, Andeuery otherco- 
grepation which ſhal cailic ſelfe rhe Church 
ceaching the contrary, muſt needes be colts 
vinced of falſehood, of being ſent from ſa» 
chan ofhetefie, and of impiertie. 

Allthe markesofche Catholike Church 
are euidenly found in the Romain Chnrchs 
Tiereſpe& ofthe name Romainisnot to the 
town of Rome but to the chaice of S.Perer, 


which ith thathigphnes of glory , to haue_ 


bene cheefely and efpeciaily pricileged by 
the prayer and promiſe of our ſfautour, who 
prayed for S, Peter, to titzt ende that hig 
faith miche not taile: an4 to:nuing vpon 
him his Church, hath proaitzd vato him 
that the proud nates of BYitho!l never pres 
vailagainſi heragi: fat we fee thir ſathan 
nath ouercome rÞ2 Chyvrcaes of ©his other 
Apoſiles, and overtarowen their chaire, In 
Hieruſalem , in Alexandria, in Fpheſus, and 

cis 
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1411 The FirmeFoundation 
els where:Butnotthe chaice where wich S, 
Peterhath innobled the cicie of Rome, This 
Church is onely, inuincible, 1nſupplantabie, 
xmmouable tro her foundation: It is ſhe that 
hath boca away th= victory of the whole 
world, She hath deſtroyd Paganiime, ouer- 
throwen!dolatrie,expelledal hereftes,ramid 
kingdomes & Empires, overcome tne Phi. 
Joſophers, drivenaway'the darkenes of rhe 
worid,&hath gained to godal men of good 
will, She hath croden down,and always ſhal 
tread downrhe head of fathan:She kach ben 
eucrhthes S, Peter,an obiet varo che world 
vervapparanr,asa mourain of vnderſtiding , 
A burninglighr not co be quenched, and an 
infallible Pole ſtarce, direing the way of 
God. To her onely in the trouble ſome and 
tempeſtous ſea of variable opinions of men, 
we mult haueregard- Sheis chequickening 
planttnargod hath plantedin earth, having 
her Roote in heauen: Yris not poſſible for 
men to root her out, no more than it is to 
throvs downe God from his heauenlie ſ2at, 
vpon whom ſhe 1s founded. All rhe herefies 
ofthe world hauebent them (zlues againſt 
thatChurch:Tirans, Hypocrites, and euel 
Chriſtians hane aſſaulred her, but ſhe remai » 
neth vitorious, oucrall herenemics,not by 
| ene 
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the metits of men, but by « the ef5cacie of 
chat Prayer which our fauiour made to hg 
father forthe faich of $. Peter, and ro make 
his promifeeiieuall; Thepromites of rhe 

ecutk ic ſel/ecan not be vaine. Teſus Chriſt 
fayd of che remple of  Hieruſalem, thatthere 
thould aot one ſtone remayne vpo an other: 
and (ſo 1rcame tro paſſe, the Iewes endeyou- 
red themſclues! with might and maine ro 
bui! drhefameagain, but fier came from ie 
UE! ad place Qltfelfinche foundations, for 
to hinder their 2:1trepriſe , He faid of his 
churcit, thatit ſk5uid 211 u22 aslong as tne 
world thal remain, And men doe fee thac” 
hiiher co the remainewh? as long asthe world 
hath indured heauen a1: «arch ſhall paſte, 
but r2e woordes of our Saidaa ihall nor 
paile; Let rcheſe wicked Sriiites, heretikes, 
Schiſmatixes , Hypocrites, and deueliſhe 
men , lay their embuſhes,conſpire, make 
watte, and doe all they c } apainſ —_ 
Church, yet ſhall chey ger nothing. Ther 
fizhe 2gainlt the prayer an{o75: Wn of _- 
Sauiour : they doe ſfizht againſt GOD 
him ſeife, The deniis kaue not 70tren the 
victory in heauen againit the Angels, nei- 
their ſhall they geririn earth gain the 
Church: Many Angels did fall, many mem- 
bers of rhe Church dos falldayly: Bur as the 
King- 
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113 The Firme Fourd ation | 
hingdom of Angels wasneuerwholly over- 
throwen, ſorthe whole Church ſhall never 
be vanquiſhed , Hel may ſhake rhe eanh, 
but nottheheauens. The Churchis nor an 
earthly building, a builoing of Adam, 2 
building of no other foundation then natu- 

ral:Itisan heauenly building, whojlieſuper- 
natural and diuine, where of, net man, but 

God him ſelte 15s the foundation, and foun= 
der: and the holy Ghoſt is the Archircct 

which hath gathered cogeter ihe jiuely fto= 

nes: Thisbuiiding isnot made of men borne 
by nature, as the chiidren of Acam , burof 

men made heauenlic, r:penerate by grace, as 

thechildrenofG2d, Faichwhich isth& bond 

of the bodgie of that Church, is abovethe 

heauen, the obiedt of char faich , vihich is 

Iesvs Ciinit, Authorof thar regeneta® 

tion , doth appertain more to heauen by 

nisdivineperſon, then to earth by that hu- 

mun nature. Therefore a 1ÞPovwwland heis 

ſha] never be able to preuaile 20ainſi that 

church: who ſoeverthouarttherfore which 

haſt ſeparated thy ielf ftiom thar Church , 

what ſo cuer thing thou doeſt, thou artnot 
appalteining tc Its vs Chriſt: thou art 
a member otfathan and aptay ofeuetlaſting 
damnation . Goe about the earth and the 
ſee, trott vp and downethe world, and goe 
where 


of Catholthe Religion 114. 
wpherethou wilt ſearchingrie trach, thou 
ſhalrnor find rhe fame our of this Churcl:. 
The Church Carholike, Apoſtolike and 
Romainis the ſaine of whom dorh ſpring & 
riſe as from a center, aii the dotiine of 
Cirſtianicte, the chaire 0f 5, Peters the 
chaire of Te{us Chritt, ant ofthe trick it (elf, 
al other chairesare the cRaires of poſtilence, 
Take away fro before thy <y-s thoſ? clouds 
of euil opinions hzaped rogerher and thic- 
kened by falſe revort»3 againlt eccl2{taſticall 
perſons, and dou hinder heto fexihetracth, 
if there be any {ootres 1n thoſe perfons 
which be fetr inihe chare of 3. Perer, it 
muſt needes be thirall the true cmidren of 
God find ths ſelucs thaiby inwardlie wol- 
ded,and prays toGod to male rh2meteane. 
Butin che meane time what (o eur they be 
in cheicmaners, thoſe are paiticuſar matters 
perſonal, and ſeparated from 12 chane, 
Wihichisa dignitie, authojitie 24 matter 
vaiuertal 1 know thatin manic 144 5ris not 
acromme oftheholines cf 3. Pet2;; &X thar 
they be ſcandelouſliegonea ſtiaie from the 
life Apoltolike, but theytcach thoriiinots, 
Peter & the Apottolike doftii 10 20k not 
thenvpon the Aaulcesofche pertontsthatzores 
gard to the promiſe arid to the prayer of our 
ſauiour. If the defetes of the minitters be ot 
moretoice with the or bear note fwale 
H yy irln 
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115 The Fire Foundations 
with the, for to alienate the from the church 
than the reverence of the ups que Pro- 
meile of our fauiorr, ro kepe the there; 
thow art viwoorthie of any other prayer 
and prometſe of ourfaniour. The chaice of 
S. Percristhe maifleefle of the fatihi; T wold 
tiat ſh2 werealfo rheexamole of holie ite, 
But what fo ener. ſcandal theorehath bene in 
ſome, thou ſhilr find otjiers in the priefe- 
hood andpeople,tha:bericr knowrhe fauls 
wherin they arecthenthemfelues: morelear- 
ned allo , and Teſie reprocheable in their 
mans, and in ail pointes lefle impertect 
thenthem ſelues: and are tnioyeand in peace 
of their contcience 1n this Church , There 
tizey receive the acraments of life eveilaſe 
ring rhcy exerciſe the wojkzs of chanitie, 
and there attend theiuc gome Atot God, 
Doe not ſay appart to ihy ivife thar thou 
Goelt worſhip pcleſus Chill; thatthou doe! 


beleue the Golpel;, and tharthou doeſt re- 


ſolue thy («If 2:cording ro rhe exprelie 
world of i God; Elie! lo ſays Arrins, Mant- 
chews, FAlaving, and all Itheauncicot heretikes. 
Thoudoettnor wo: th 25 Teſts: Itis uy una- 
eination and thy particular fare (wherof 
thou doeft mx os nIdol) which thou doelt 

worſnipe: TWINE howe thy felfaowne 
o2fokc the ood of tl:e dereiues that hath 
ſeduced 


of Catholihe ReBgion. 746 
ſeduced the;&not before thewoord of God 
Thar w hich the church doth reach, is the 

expreſle woord ofGod: Thatw hich the he- 


retike 60th reach, is theexpretie woord of 


the devil, vohich dorh viurp theindgemerof 
the expreſſe woors 07 £ God,& doth yie the 
fame for a baize,to make thefiyallovy vp the 
hookz of error, I his now is the verie Cres 
reſt of all Fnnes,for wherasal thatami ray 
ſay of rae formalials oi inne, iris no other 
thing out the Turning; 2Wayand goyng tarre 
of fron Goa, Tnere is ns crime W kick ſe- 
pera reth moze from God, than herelie: and 
tnere is nota ſhiner thatiefus Chriſt doth 
have fo riuch, as the neeeee 3 16 ftnnes of 
workes, Adulterie, V1 2flanghaer, COUCLOU! = 
nesand other. doe depiiue men oftit2 grace 
of God, but they hag HUE a MA from 
re Church, neicher Go2mafy cur aWay the 
roote of iife wlleh is thei ah bell Ce a 
a man may nie M2 WAY TO CNET aganetntro 
Orace: Dutnereiie COL not onye take away 
grace, bur cot TOs CUE 2 WAY ! 16 FOORUIITY 
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107 TheFirme Foumdation 

©0 lay breflie, that faithis rhe foundation of 
all Chiifiian building . Now herefie doth 
take awaie trom vs faith ; then onlie herefie 
is a ſufficientcauſe why the heretikecan nes 
wer Wel pround his hope, can never coe 
iyorke apreableto Cod, nor can neuer haue 
the life of the inſt of God. The other ſinnes 

be asatyle raken from thecoverture, oras 

a lone drawen from he wall, Which doth 

much hurtro rhe building: Butherefie is as 
ic Wee the vidermyring cf the founda. 

r0N, Which Corh acitroye the 4, hole buil- 

4inp, T o be thoir, this kinge of argument 

i ptzineandverietiue, thatno man can faue 

him felfe without the Sacraments of the 

Church: 'The Sacraments be nor acimi- 

niftzed but by the priclt, the priefies ber:or 
mace bur by the Biſhoppes, Biſhoppes be 

not made butin the Komain Church, then 

v7, nat ſoeucrthing that man doth, It is im- 

poſsible by all tmpolsibilitie ro ſave him ſelf 
out ofrhe Carholke, Apoſtolike and Ro- 

main Church. Doe not refifi thees argumets 
the n.ore thou Coeſt evforce thy ſelf ro 

auoide them by ataſions,ſo many more hal. 

to15 006 rhon put about thine 6Wne neck, 

Xinitcittheaxe intothine owne foot: And 

Whar {o euct thy tcurre doth ſpeake to 

rhe covtravie , thy ic ic doth fight againſt 


ihe 


of Catholike Religion, v8 | 
f the: and thy conſcience thal neuer be in 
reſt, as longe as thou ſhalc be in hereſie, 
: And S. Hierom vponthoſe words of Paul; ,.. ... | 
that anheretike 1s ſubuerted and condem- , pr | 
> nedby his owne proper iugement , ſayth 7; c. 3. | 
| veric wel thus, rhe fornicatcr, the adulterer | 
the manflacrandother euil doers, be driven || 


vut of the Church againſtcheir willesby the 
prieftes: Bur the hererikes of them ſelues, 
without conſtraint do depriue them felues 
of the Sactaments of faluation, and of all [ 
the good things Which be in the Church, f 
damning them lelues wittinglie,and throw {| 
ing them telves downe hedlonge from their 
propet tredome, in to thebottomleſſepitr 
ofenerlaſting perdition, 

Forconclufjon TI will exhort the , as the 
| - Angels of God did exhott the handmaide 
, Agar, that was departed with herſonne 
| from the houſe of Abraham, whomto bring 
home again, finding her in the wilderneg 
taking the Wale fowardes A4egipt, he fayed 
70 her: poore 1] adviſed Agar, feruant of Sara, 
from whence comeſt thou <4 and whether 
ooeſt thou * tovrne again to thy maiſtres, 
and kumble thy telf vnder herhangd:as if he 
wold lay, thinke on rhy efjate, that thoy 
| comett from a noble houſe, riche, ful of 
\ the biefcivgs of God: that thou goeſt ro 

C24; 
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119 The Firme Foundation 
caſt thy ſelFas a ſtrayedſheepeinto the throte 
of the woolFf, in the land ofmalediction: 
And all theſe things wellrhovght on,turne 
again to thy maiftres: and humbling thy 
ſelf vnderher hand , rhou ſhalt be happie 
in that houſe. Even fo will I fav to everie 
heretike, thinke that thon comeſt from rhe 
houſe ofthe lyuing God, whick is the Ca- 
tholike Apoſtolike, & Romaine Charch, tn 
the which onlie1is the grace of Ieſus Chriſt 
and the remiſſion offinnes, and all bleſsings 
of God : and thou goecſt in to the ett of a 
deceiner, which is one particuler man, by 
whoſe mouth farhan having denided the 
from the bodie of th2 only Church, it muſt 
necs folow thar thou fali in tothe botrom - 
lefſepitt of herelie, which is the bottomletſſs | 
pitr of death andenerla{iing damnation, | 
Take then the exhortation of the Angel, 
comforter of Agar, if not, thou ſhalt ſoone 
1.Cor.z0, mere an other Angel witch ſhalbe thy deſt - 
Hob.9. royer, If thon haſt erred vnril this tyme, cor | 
the threde oi thy ercours: renounce herelie, | 
and allaewnes ofopinion ; be rhe oilciple, 
not of any paiticatir man what fo eucr he 
mayebe, were he more holyand more eio. 
quent thenan Ang, turonly of the Ca- 
- tholike Church, the which can never erre, 
for fomuch 25 215 g0ucmed by the holt \ 
Ghoſtec 
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0 f Catholihe Religion, 120 


Ghoſt: and thatIEsvs © heiſt is her head, 
whichis the ſeur ground of the Catholikes: 
vnto the wich I pray r God giue vs the grace 
ro cleaue, and continue firme and ure, "& 
that we be found lyuelie members 
of his body, When WC {hal- 
be wdgeds 
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Libellam hnnc,Gaflice intitulatam Du firma- 
ment des Catholiques contre [' Abiſmedes 
heretiques fidehter e Gallicom Anplicanumn ide 
ma , pernohilem virum loaunem Paunceſyie tran- 

flatum , ac per eximium Dominum Dom. Thomam 
Stapletomum Anglum , $. Theologte proſeſſorem 
examinatum 4c manu etus propria afhrobatum)ac 
poſtremo ex primartz copia ( manu diftt D Sta- 
pletoniſubſignata ) fideluter( teſte venerabilt Do- 
mino D. Wwilhelimo Clederslv Preſbytero Angly ) 
tranſcriptum tatopoſſe imprimi, ac prelo committi 
preſentiumtenoreatteſtor ego inſraſcripius, An<- 

erpie g. Oftobris Anno 1590. | 
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Michael Hetſtoey Bruegelins S, 
Theologiz Licentiatus Canonicus 
Cathedralis Ecclefizx B. Martz 
Antwerpienhslibrorum Cenſor. 
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